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B1 GRAMMAR LESSON · LINKING WORDS & CONNECTORS

Correlative Conjunctions
both … and, either … or, neither … nor, not only … but also.
Eşleşen Bağlaçlar

QUICK UNDERSTANDING

Correlative conjunctions (eşleşen bağlaçlar), tek başına değil, her zaman çift halde kullanılan
bağlaçlardır. İki öğeyi (kelime, öbek veya cümle) birbirine eşit ağırlıkta bağlarlar: both...and, either...or,
neither...nor, not only...but also. Türkçede tam karşılıkları yoktur ama "hem...hem de", "ya...ya da",
"ne...ne de" kalıplarına çok benzerler.

The Structure
Formula

both A and B
either A or B
neither A nor B
not only A but also B
A ve B, aynı gramer türünde olmalı: iki isim, iki fiil, iki sıfat, iki cümle... Bu kurala "paralellik (parallelism)" denir.

Affirmative / Negative / Question
Kalıp Anlam Örnek

both A and B ikisi de Both the book and the film were
great.

either A or B ya biri ya diğeri Either Tom or Sara will drive.

neither A nor B ikisi de değil Neither the hotel nor the food
impressed us.

not only A but also B sadece değil, aynı zamanda Not only is he smart, but he's also
kind.

Word Order
Kural: bağlacın iki parçasından hemen sonra gelen A ve B öğeleri, gramer açısından birbirinin eşi (paralel)
olmalıdır.

• ✓ He is both talented and hardworking. — Hem yetenekli hem çalışkan. (sıfat + sıfat)

• ✓ I want to either stay here or go home. — Ya burada kalmak ya da eve gitmek istiyorum. (fiil + fiil)

not only...but also cümle başında kullanılırsa, "not only"den sonra devrik yapı (inversion) gelir: Not only did
she arrive late, but she also forgot her passport.
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How It Works
When do we use it?

• both...and — iki şeyin de doğru/geçerli olduğunu vurgulamak için: Both my parents work in Ankara.

• either...or — iki seçenekten birinin geçerli olduğunu belirtmek için: You can either call me or send a
message.

• neither...nor — iki şeyin de doğru OLMADIĞINI belirtmek için: Neither the manager nor the staff knew
about the change.

• not only...but also — birinci bilgiye ek olarak ikinci, genelde daha çarpıcı bir bilgiyi vurgulamak için: Not
only did she pass the exam, but she also got the highest score.

When DON'T we use it?

Eşleşen bağlaçların iki parçasını KARIŞTIRMA — "both" her zaman "and" ile, "either" her zaman "or" ile,
"neither" her zaman "nor" ile gelir; birbirlerinin yerine geçmezler.
✗ Both English and or French are useful. → ✓ Both English and French are useful.
Bağlacın iki tarafında FARKLI gramer yapıları KULLANMA (paralellik kuralı): ✗ She likes both singing
and to dance. → ✓ She likes both singing and dancing.

Short Answers

Özne-fiil uyumu kuralı: "both...and" her zaman ÇOĞUL fiil alır. "either...or", "neither...nor" ve "not
only...but also" ile fiil, bağlaca EN YAKIN öznenin tekil/çoğul haline göre çekimlenir (proximity rule).
Neither the students nor the teacher was ready. (teacher tekil → was)
Neither the teacher nor the students were ready. (students çoğul → were)

Türkçe Mantığı

Zihninde şu sırayla ilerle:
TÜRKÇEDE NE DEMEK İSTİYORUM? → "Hem Ali hem de Ayşe partiye geldi." → İKİSİ DE Mİ, SADECE BİRİ Mİ,
İKİSİ DE DEĞİL Mİ? → İkisi de geldi (both) → HANGİ ÇİFT BAĞLAÇ? → both...and → CÜMLE → "Both Ali and
Ayşe came to the party." (fiil çoğul: came)

Examples
TEMEL

• Both my brother and my sister live abroad. — Hem erkek kardeşim hem de kız kardeşim yurt dışında yaşıyor.

• You can pay either by card or in cash. — Ya kartla ya da nakit ödeyebilirsin.

• Neither the manager nor the employees agreed to the plan. — Ne müdür ne de çalışanlar plana razı oldu.

• Not only did he apologize, but he also fixed the problem. — Sadece özür dilemekle kalmadı, sorunu da çözdü.

• Both the coffee and the tea are free here. — Hem kahve hem de çay burada bedava.
ORTA SEVIYE

• She is both a doctor and a talented painter. — Hem doktor hem de yetenekli bir ressam.

• Either we leave now, or we'll miss the flight. — Ya şimdi çıkarız ya da uçağı kaçırırız.

• Neither of us wanted to admit the mistake. — İkimiz de hatayı kabul etmek istemedik.

• The company not only cut costs but also improved quality. — Şirket sadece maliyetleri düşürmekle kalmadı, kaliteyi de
artırdı.

• Both the students and the teacher were surprised by the news. — Hem öğrenciler hem öğretmen habere şaşırdı.
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KARŞILAŞTIRMA

• Either the printer is broken, or the cable is loose. — Ya yazıcı bozuk ya da kablo gevşek.

• Neither the plan nor the budget was approved. — Ne plan ne de bütçe onaylandı.

• Not only is she fluent in French, but she also speaks Japanese. — Sadece Fransızcayı akıcı konuşmakla kalmıyor, Japonca
da konuşuyor.

Compare & Notice
Compare With

Coordinating conjunctions
Tek kelimeyle bağlar: and, but, or. Vurgu yok, sadece
bağlama işlevi.
I like tea and coffee.

Correlative conjunctions
Çift halinde gelir, iki öğeyi eşit ağırlıkta
VURGULAYARAK bağlar.
I like both tea and coffee.

Karar Şeması (Decision Guide)
Soru: İki öğe arasındaki ilişki ne?

İKISI DE DOĞRU

both A and B
SADECE BIRI

either A or B
İKISI DE DEĞIL

neither A nor B
EK + VURGU

not only A but also B

Common Mistakes
✗ Both Tom and Jerry is my friends. ✓ Both Tom and Jerry are my friends.

WHY? "both...and" her zaman ÇOĞUL fiil alır; Türkçede "hem...hem de" tekil gibi hissettirse de İngilizcede fiil mutlaka çoğul
olur.

✗ She likes both reading and to swim. ✓ She likes both reading and swimming.

WHY? Bağlacın iki tarafındaki öğeler aynı gramer yapısında olmalı (paralellik) — biri -ing ise diğeri de -ing olmalı.

✗ Either the teacher or the students is wrong. ✓ Either the teacher or the students are wrong.

WHY? either/or ve neither/nor'da fiil, bağlaca EN YAKIN özneye göre çekimlenir — burada "students" çoğul olduğu için fiil
de çoğul olur.

✗ I don't have neither time nor money. ✓ I have neither time nor money.

WHY? "neither...nor" zaten olumsuz anlam taşır; Türkçedeki "ne zamanım var ne de param" alışkanlığıyla cümleye ayrıca
"don't" eklenmemeli — İngilizcede çifte olumsuzluk yanlıştır.

✗ Not only he was late, but he also forgot the tickets. ✓ Not only was he late, but he also forgot the
tickets.

WHY? "Not only" cümle başında olduğunda, tıpkı olumsuz zarflarda olduğu gibi devrik yapı (auxiliary + subject) gerekir.
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Practice
Name: ________________________________ Date: ______________ Score: ______ / 19

PART A · QUICK CHECK

1. Both Tom and Jerry __________ my friends.
a) is b) are c) am d) was

2. Find the mistake and correct it.
She likes both reading and A to swim B . C

Correction: ______________________________

3. Find the mistake and correct it.
I A don't have neither B time nor money. C

Correction: ______________________________

PART B · PRACTICE

4. You can __________ call me or send a message.
a) both b) either c) neither d) not only

5. __________ the manager nor the staff knew about the change.
a) Not only b) Neither c) Both d) Either

6. She speaks not only English __________ also Russian. (but)

7. Find the mistake and correct it.
Either the teacher or the students A is B wrong. C

Correction: ______________________________

8. You can't decide between pizza and pasta; you'll have one of them.
What do you say?
a) I'll have neither pizza or pasta.
b) I'll have both pizza or pasta.
c) I'll have either pizza nor pasta.
d) I'll have either pizza or pasta.

9. "Neither my brother nor my sister likes fish." What does it mean?
a) My brother and my sister don't like fish.
b) Only my brother likes fish.
c) Only my sister likes fish.
d) Both like fish.

10. __________ is he talented, but he also works very hard.
a) Either b) Both c) Not only d) Neither
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PART C · FINAL CHECK

11. __________ my parents work in Ankara.
a) Both b) Not only c) Either d) Neither

12. You can pay __________ by card or in cash.
a) neither b) not only c) both d) either

13. The film was __________ too long nor very interesting. (neither)

14. Find the mistake and correct it.
Not only A he was B late, but he also forgot the tickets. C

Correction: ______________________________

15. Neither the students nor the teacher __________ ready.
a) were b) was c) have d) are

16. A friend asks if you prefer the beach or the mountains. You love them equally.
What do you say?
a) I like both the beach and the mountains.
b) I like neither the beach and the mountains.
c) I like both the beach or the mountains.
d) I like either the beach and the mountains.

17. "She is not only smart but also kind." What does it mean?
a) She is smart and, in addition, kind.
b) She is smart but not kind.
c) She is neither smart nor kind.
d) She is kind but not smart.

18. I've been to neither Paris __________ London.
a) or b) nor c) and d) but

19. Which sentence is correct?
a) He can't neither read nor write.
b) He can neither read nor write.
c) He can neither read or write.
d) He can neither reads nor writes.
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Answer Key
Kısa açıklamalar, her cevabın hangi kurala dayandığını gösterir.
PART A · QUICK CHECK

1. b) are — both...and → çoğul fiil.

2. B — to swim → swimming — Paralel yapı: reading and swimming.

3. B — don't have neither → have neither — Çift olumsuz kullanılmaz.

PART B · PRACTICE

4. b) either — İki seçenekten biri → either...or.

5. b) Neither — İkisi de değil → neither...nor.

6. but — not only...but also.

7. B — is → are — Fiil yakın özneye uyar (students → are).

8. d) I'll have either pizza or pasta. — either...or.

9. a) My brother and my sister don't like fish. — neither...nor → ikisi de değil.

10. c) Not only — Başta not only → devrik yapı: Not only is he...

PART C · FINAL CHECK

11. a) Both — İkisi de → both.

12. d) either — either...or.

13. neither — neither...nor.

14. B — he was → was he — Not only başta → devrik: Not only was he late...

15. b) was — Yakın özne teacher (tekil) → was.

16. a) I like both the beach and the mountains. — both...and.

17. a) She is smart and, in addition, kind. — not only...but also → ek bilgi.

18. b) nor — neither...nor.

19. b) He can neither read nor write. — neither...nor + V1 (paralel).

Bu dersin interaktif versiyonu (anında geri bildirimli alıştırmalar):
https://abonlinenglish.school/grammar/b1/correlative-conjunctions


