ABONLINENGLISH DiL EGiTiMi

GRAMMAR May vs Might -

“ GRAMMAR LESSON -MODAL VERBS
May vs Mi ght

Two words for "perhaps" — and where may and might are not the same.
May - Might Farki

QUICK UNDERSTANDING

May ve might cogu zaman birbirinin yerine kullanilabilir ve ikisi de "belki, olabilir" anlami tasir. Ama
aralarinda iki nemli fark vardir: (1) might, may'e gére biraz daha az kesin/daha teredditli bir olasilig
isaret eder, 6zellikle hipotetik ve gegmise dénik durumlarda; (2) izin isterken "May I...?" gindelik-resmi
bir kalipken, "Might I...?" cok daha resmi ve nadir kullanilan bir kaliptir.

The Structure

Formula

Subject + may/might (not) + V1 (simdi/gelecek olasilik)

Subject + may/might have + V3 (gegmiste belirsiz olasilik)

May | / Might | + V1? (izin isteme, might | cok resmi)

might have + V3 kalibinda fiil DAIMA t¢iinct haldedir (V3/past participle), asla V1veya V2 degil.

Affirmative / Negative / Question

AFFIRMATIVE NEGATIVE QUESTION (IZIN)

She may be right. She may not know yet. May | come in?

He might have called. He might not have seen it. Might | ask a question? (¢ok resmi)
Word Order

Ozne — may/might (+ have) — fiil

+ He might have lost his phone. — Telefonunu kaybetmis olabilir.

* Might | suggest a different approach? — Farkli bir yaklagim énerebilir miyim? (cok resmi)

How It Works

When do we use it?

+ may: simdi/gelecek igin orta-yUksek dizey bir olasilik — The manager may approve the plan.

* might: may'e ¢ok yakin ama biraz daha teredditly, hipotetik bir olasilik — | might go to the concert, |
haven't decided yet.

+ might have + V3: ge¢cmiste olmasi mUmkin ama gergeklesip gerceklesmedigi bilinmeyen bir olay — She
might have forgotten our meeting.

* may | / might I: izin isteme; might | cok daha resmi, kitabi ve nadir kullanilir — Might | ask why you're late?
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When DON'T we use it?

"might"i "may"in diiz ge¢mis hali gibi DUSUNME — might, may'in gecmis zaman ¢ekimi degildir; gercek
gecmis izin/yetenek icin farkl yapilar (was allowed to, could) kullanilir.

X Yesterday, he might leave early because his boss said so. = v Yesterday, he was allowed to leave early
because his boss said so.

"might have"den sonra V1 KULLANMA: X She might have go home already. = v She might have gone
home already.

Short Answers

Hizh kural: may ve might, olasilik anlatirken neredeyse aynidir (might biraz daha teredditli); ama izin
isterken may ¢ok daha yaygin, might | ise sadece ¢ok resmi/nazik baglamlarda kullanilir.

Tirkge Manhigi

Zihninde su siraylaiilerle:

TURKCEDE NE DEMEK iSTIYORUM? - "Belki gelir." (simdi/gelecek) vs. "Belki gelirdi, ama gelmedi." (gecmiste
gerceklesmemis olasilik) » GECMISE Mi BAKIYORUM? - Evet, gerceklesip gerceklesmedigi belirsiz bir gegmis
olay - might have + V3 - iZIN Mi iISTIYORUM? - Evet, cok resmi bir ortamda — Might I...? (nadir); normal
resmiyette = May I...? » CUMLE - "He might have missed the train." / "Might | make a suggestion?"

Examples

MAY VS MIGHT — OLASILIK FARKI

* The concert may be cancelled due to the weather. — Konser hava durumu yiziinden iptal edilebilir.

* | might take a few days off next month, but I'm not sure yet. — Gelecek ay birkag giin izin alabilirim, ama heniiz emin
degilim.

* We may need more time to finish the project. — Projeyi bitirmek icin daha fazla zamana ihtiyacimiz olabilir.

MIGHT HAVE — GECMISTE BELIRSIZ OLASILIK

* He might have missed his flight; he hasn't answered his phone. — Ucagini kagirmis olabilir; telefonuna cevap vermiyor.

+ She might have forgotten about our appointment. — Randevumuzu unutmus olabilir.

* They might not have received our email yet. — E-postamizi heniiz almamis olabilirler.

MAY |/ MIGHT | — RESMIYET FARKI

* May | take a seat here? — Buraya oturabilir miyim?

* Might I have a moment of your time? — Bir dakikanizi alabilir miyim? (¢ok resmi)

* May | ask what this is about? — Bunun ne hakkinda oldugunu sorabilir miyim?

* The teacher said we might leave the classroom early. — Ogretmen siniftan erken cikabilecegimizi séyledi. (reported

speech)
* He said he may be late for the meeting. — Toplantiya geg kalabilecegini sdyledi.

* You might as well tell me the truth now. — Artik gercegi séylesen iyi olur. (deyim, olasilikla ilgisi yok)
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Compare & Notice

Compare With
Might Have (Bu Konu) Could Have
Gegmiste gerceklesmis OLABILECEK ama Gegmiste MUMKUN olan ama genellikle
gercgeklesip gerceklesmedigi bilinmeyen bir olayi GERCEKLESMEDIGi bilinen bir durumu (kagirilmis bir
anlatir — sadece bir tahmindir. firsat) anlatmak icin de kullanilir; bazen might have
He might have taken the wrong bus. ile ayni anlamda da kullanilabilir.

You could have told me earlier! (ama séylemedin)

Karar Semasi (Decision Guide)
Soru: Simdi/gelecek icin mi olasilik diisiiniyorsun, gegmis i¢in mi, yoksa resmi bir izin mi istiyorsun?

SIMDI/GELECEK OLASILIK GECMISTE BELIRSIZ OLASILIK iZIN ISTEME (RESMIYET)
may/might + V1 - "She may/might  may/might have + V3 = "She May I...? (hormal-resmi) / Might
come tomorrow." might have missed the bus." I...? (cok resmi, nadir)

Common Mistakes

X Yesterday he might go home early because he was v Yesterday he was allowed to go home early
ill. because he wasiill.

WHY? might, may'in gercek bir ge¢gmis zaman ¢ekimi degildir; gergeklesmis bir gegmis izin/olay igin was/were allowed to
veya could kullanilir.

X She might have go to the party. v She might have gone to the party.

WHY? "might have"den sonra fiil daima Ggincu halde (V3/past participle) kullanilir — "go" degil "gone".

X Might you help me with this, please? (arkadasina) v Could you help me with this, please?

WHY? "might" baskasindan rica etmek igin dogal degildir; rica igin could/would/can you kullanilir. Might | sadece KENDI iznin
icin, gok resmi baglamlarda kullanilir.

X "You might as well" ifadesini "belki de 6yle" olasilik v You might as well tell the truth. = Zaten séylesen
anlamiyla karistirma. iyi olur (tavsiye/kabullenme deyimi, olasilik degil).

WHY? "might as well" kalibi bir olasilik degil, "zaten yapsan iyi olur / mantikli olan bu" anlaminda sabit bir deyimdir;
ogrenciler bunu diz "might" olasiligiyla karigtirir.

X He said he may comes late. (reported speech) v He said he might be late. / He said he may be late.

WHY? Bildirilen konusmada (reported speech) may genelde might'a ¢ekimlenir (resmi kullanim), ayrica modalden sonra fiile
-s eki eklenmez.
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Practice

Name: Date: ______________ Score: ______ /19
PART A - QUICK CHECK

1. She mighthave _____ to the party.
a) gone b) going c) went d)go

2.0 ____ go to the concert — | haven't decided yet.
a) must b) might c)can't d) have to

3. Find the mistake and correct it.
Yesterday he” might go ® home early because he wasiill. ©
Correction:

PART B-PRACTICE

4. The manager

approve the plan; it looks good.

a)can't b) mustn't c) may d) shouldn't
S.He __________ (not / come) today. He has a cold.
6.lcan'tfindmykeys. | ______ left them at school.

a) might b) might have c) may had d) must to have

7. You ask your friend to help you. You are friends, not strangers.
What do you say?

a) Might you to help me with this?

b) Might you help me with this, please?

c) Could you help me with this, please?

d) May you help me with this, please?

8. "It may rain later." What does it mean?
a) It is certain that it will rain.

b) It is not allowed to rain.

c) It is possible that it will rain.

d) It rained earlier.

9. Which sentence is correct?
a) She may have miss the bus.

b) She may have missed the bus.
¢) She mays have missed the bus.
d) She may has missed the bus.

10. "Where's Tom?" "I'm not sure. He be in the garden." (may / must)
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PART C-FINAL CHECK
m____ | leave the room, please?

a) Might to b) Must c) May d) Would |
12. They _____ have taken a taxi; I'm not sure.

a) must to b) can c) might d) should to
13. Takeacoat. It __________ get cold tonight. (might)

14. Find the mistake and correct it.

She might have” for<_:1e‘rB our meeting. c
Correction:

15. If we left now, we catch the train. (aless likely idea)

a) mustn't b) may to c) must d) might

16. Your friend can't decide between two courses.
What does she say?

a) I might to take the evening course.

b) | may takes the evening course.

c) | must take the evening course, I'm not sure.

d) I might take the evening course.

17. "He may have seen the email." What does it mean?
a) He is allowed to seeit.

b) Perhaps he saw it; we don't know.

c) He will see it later.

d) He definitely saw it.

18. You want to bring an umbrella — it looks cloudy.

a)can't b) might c) must d) mustn't

19. Which sentence is correct?

a) We may not have enough time.

b) We may not to have enough time.
c) We may don't have enough time.
d) We mayn't have enough time to.
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Answer Key

Kisa agiklamalar, her cevabin hangi kurala dayandigini gosterir.
PART A - QUICK CHECK
1. a) gone — might have + V3.

2. b) might — Teredditlu olasilik = might.

3. B — might go — was allowed to go — Geg¢miste gerceklesmis izin icin might kullanilmaz: was allowed to.

PART B-PRACTICE

4. c) may — Orta-yUksek olasilik = may.

5. may not come / might not come — Olumsuz olasilik = may/might not + V1.

6. b) might have — Gegmiste olasi = might have + V3.

7. c) Could you help me with this, please? — Arkadasa rica = could (might you ¢cok resmi/eski).
8. ¢) It is possible that it will rain. — may - olasilik.

9. b) She may have missed the bus. — may have + V3.

10. may / might — Belirsiz tahmin = may/might.

PART C-FINAL CHECK

1. ¢) May — izin: May I...?

12. ¢) might — Gegmis belirsiz olasilik = might have.

13. might — Olasilik = might.

14. B — forget — forgotten — might have + V3.

15. d) might — Hipotetik, daha zayif olasilik = might.

16. d) | might take the evening course. — Kararsizlik = might + V1.

17. b) Perhaps he saw it; we don't know. — may have + V3 - ge¢miste belirsiz olasilik.
18. b) might — Kibar 6neri/olasilik = might want fo.

19. a) We may not have enough time. — may not + V1.

Bu dersin interaktif versiyonu (aninda geri bildirimli alistirmalar):
https://abonlinenglish.school/grammar/b1/may-vs-might
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