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Possibility & Probability: May / Might /
Could

may, might, could — talking about what is possible but not certain.
Olasilik Belirten Modaller

QUICK UNDERSTANDING
May, might ve could, bir seyin olmasi mimkiin oldugunu ama kesin olmadigini anlatmak icin kullanilir —

yani "belki, muhtemelen" anlami verirler. Bu modaller simdiki veya gelecekteki bir durum hakkinda ne
kadar EMIN oldugumuzu gésterir; kesinlik degil, olasilik bildirirler.

The Structure

Formula

Subject + may/might/could + V1 (simdi/gelecek olasilik)

Subject + may/might/could + be + V-ing (su anda devam eden olasilik)

Olumsuz: may not / might not (mightn't nadiren kullanilir); "cannot/couldn't" ise imkansizligi, giicli bir olasilik YOKLUGUNU
anlatir.

Affirmative / Negative / Question

AFFIRMATIVE NEGATIVE QUESTION
She may be right. He may not know about it. Do you think it may rain?
It might rain later. It might not be true. Could this be a mistake?
He could be at work. This can't be correct.

Word Order

Ozne — may/might/could — (be +) il

+ He might be working late tonight. — Bu gece ge¢ saate kadar calisiyor olabilir.

* They could arrive any minute. — Her an gelebilirler.
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How It Works

When do we use it?

* may: oldukga olasi bir tahmin — She may be at home now.
+ might: may'e ¢ok yakin, biraz daha teredditli/az kesin bir tahmin — I+ might snow tonight.

+ could: bir seyin mimkiin oldugunu, ihtimal dahilinde oldugunu belirtmek icin — The traffic could be bad at
this hour.

+ may/might/could + be + V-ing: su anda devam eden bir olasilik icin — He might be sleeping right now.

When DON'T we use it?

"maybe"yi modal fiil gibi KULLANMA — maybe bir zarftir, cimlenin basina gelir; cimlenin fiilini
degistirmez.

X She maybe comes to the party. = v She may come to the party. / Maybe she will come to the party.
Olasilik sorularinda may/might'i dogrudan KULLANMA — bunlar soru formunda pek dogal degildir, "Do
you think...?" tercih edilir.

X May it rain tomorrow? = v Do you think it may rain tomorrow?

Short Answers

Olasilik modallerinde kisa cevap yerine genelde tam cimle kullanilir: "It might." / "Maybe." / "l doubt it."
Not: "can't" burada "imkansiz/olasi degil" anlamina gelir, olumsuz izin degildir — "That can't be true!" (Bu
dogru olamaz!)

Tirkce Manhig

Zihninde su siraylaiilerle:

TURKGEDE NE DEMEK iSTIYORUM? - "Belki yagmur yagdar." / "Ayse ofiste olabilir." - NE KADAR EMINIM? -
%100 degil, sadece bir olasilik diisiniyorum. = "MAYBE + will" YERINE NE KULLANMALIYIM? - maybe bir
zarf, ama ingilizcede olasilik genelde MODAL fiille (may/might/could) verilir, "maybe" ile fiil degismez. —
CUMLE - "It may rain later." / "Ayse might be in the office."

Examples

SIMDI/GELECEK OLASILIK

* She may be busy right now; let's call later. — Su anda mesgul olabilir; sonra arayalim.

* We might go camping this weekend. — Bu hafta sonu kampa gidebiliriz.

* The results could be announced tomorrow. — Sonuclar yarin aciklanabilir.

DERECELER VE OLUMSUZ OLASILIK

* He may not come to the party tonight. — Bu gece partiye gelmeyebilir.

* This might not be the best solution. — Bu en iyi ¢6zim olmayabilir.

* That can't be true — | just saw him at home! — Bu dogru olamaz — onu az énce evde gérdim!
SU ANDA DEVAM EDEN OLASILIK

* Don't call him now, he might be sleeping. — Simdi arama, uyuyor olabilir.

* They could be waiting for us outside. — Bizi disarida bekliyor olabilirler.

* She may be studying for her exam right now. — Su anda sinavina calisiyor olabilir.

* The train might be running late because of the storm. — Tren, firtina yizinden gecikiyor olabilir.

* | think he could be telling the truth. — Bence dogruyu séyliyor olabilir.
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* Maybe she forgot about the meeting. — Belki toplantiyi unutmustur.

Compare & Notice

Compare With
May / Might (Olasilik) May vs Might (Detayli Fark)
May bazen "might"a gore biraz daha olasi hissettirir; May ve might arasindaki ince ayrim — resmiyet,
ikisi de %50 civari bir olasiligi ifade eder. gecmis olasilik (might have) ve reported speech
She may/might be at the gym. kullanimi — ayri bir konu olarak ele alinir.

He might have missed the bus.

- May - Might farkina git

Karar Semasi (Decision Guide)
Soru: Bahsettigin seyin olmasi ne kadar olasi, ne kadar eminsin?

OLDUKGCA OLASI DAHA AZ EMIN / TEREDDUTLU SU ANDA DEVAM EDIYOR OLABILIR
may + V1 - "She may be at home."  might/could + V1 - "She might be may/might/could + be + V-ing =
at home." "She might be sleeping now."

Common Mistakes
X She maybe is at home. v She may be at home.

WHY? "maybe" bir zarftir, cmlenin fiilini degistirmez; olasilik anlamini vermek i¢in modal fiil (may/might/could) gerekir.

X May it rain tomorrow? v Do you think it may rain tomorrow?

WHY? Olasilik bildiren may/might dogrudan soru formunda dogal degildir; "Do you think...?" kalibi tercih edilir.

X He may works from home today. v He may work from home today.

WHY? Modal fiillerden sonra fiil her zaman yalin haldedir (V1), UgincU tekil kisi -s eki ALMAZ.

X He may work right now, so don't disturb him. v He may be working right now, so don't disturb
him.

WHY? "su anda devam eden" bir olasiligi anlatmak igin be + V-ing gerekir; sadece "may work" genel/gelecek bir olasilik gibi
anlagilir, anlik durumu net vermez.

X It's impossible, so it mustn't be true. v It'simpossible, so it can't be true.

WHY? Bir seyin mantiken imkéansiz/olasi olmadigini séylemek igin "can't" kullanilir, "mustn't" burada yasak anlamina gelir ve
yanlis olur.
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Practice

Name: Date: ___ Score: ______ /19
PART A - QUICK CHECK

1.She ___ at home now. I'm not sure.
a) may be b) mays be c) may is d) maybe

2. Find the mistake and correct it.
He may * works ® from home today. ©

Correction:

3He be sleeping right now, so don't call him.
a) might to b) mights c) might d) must to
PART B:PRACTICE

4. Takeanumbrella. It ___ rain later.
a) must b) should to c) might d)can't

5. Find the mistake and correct it.
He may * work ® right now, so don't disturb him. ©

Correction:
6. Thetraffic____ be bad at this hour. (could / can't)
7. It'simpossible,soit __________ be true.
a) couldn't to b) can't c) may not to d) mustn't

8. A friend asks where Aliis. You're not sure; perhaps he's in the library.
What do you say?

a) He can be in the library tomorrow ago.

b) He mights be in the library.

c) He must be in the library for sure.

d) He might be in the library.

9. "I may not come to the party." What does it mean?
a) I'm not allowed to come.

b) | definitely won't come.

c) Perhaps | won't come.

d) | came to the party.

10. Which question is correct?

a) Does it may rain tomorrow?

b) May it rain tomorrow?

c) Do you think it might rain tomorrow?
d) Might it rains tomorrow?
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MN.We__________ go to Spain this summer — we haven't decided yet.
a) might b) can't c) must

12.That __________ be Sarah at the door. She said she'd come around six.
a) shouldn't b) can't c) mustn't

13.They __________ (not / be) at home — the lights are off.

14. Find the mistake and correct it.
Maybe she is A come® later. ©

Correction:
15.Becareful' You _____ fall.
a) must b) can c) could

16. Your teacher asks if you'll finish the project by Friday. You are not sure.
What do you say?

a) | must finish it, but I'm not sure.

b) I might finish it, but I'm not sure.

c) I might to finish it, but I'm not sure.

d) | can't finish it, but I'm not sure.

17. "He could be right." What does it mean?
a) He is able to be right.

b) He was right in the past.

c) He is definitely right.

d) It's possible that he is right.

18. Don't wait for me. | be late.

a) should to b) may c)can't

19. Which sentence is correct?

a) She might be working late tonight.
b) She might working late tonight.

c) She mights be working late tonight.
d) She might is working late tonight.
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Answer Key

Kisa agiklamalar, her cevabin hangi kurala dayandigini gosterir.
PART A - QUICK CHECK

1. a) may be — Olasilik = may + be.

2. B — works = work — may + V1.

3. ¢) might — Su an olasi devam eden — might be + V-ing.

PART B-PRACTICE

4. c) might — Olasilik = might.

5. B — work — be working — Su anda devam eden olasilik = may be working.
6. could — MUmkin — could.

7. b) can't — imkansizlik = can't.

8. d) He might be in the library. — Belirsiz tahmin = might be.

9. c) Perhaps | won't come. — may not = belki gelmem.

10. c) Do you think it might rain tomorrow? — Olasilik sorusu: Do you think it might...?
PART C-FINAL CHECK

11. a) might — Kararsizlik/olasilik = might.

12. d) could — MUmkUn — could.

13. might not be / may not be — Olasilik, olumsuz - might not be.
14. A — Maybe she is = She may — may + V1: She may come later.
15. ¢) could — Olasi tehlike = could.

16. b) | might finish it, but I'm not sure. — Belirsizlik = might.

17. d) It's possible that he is right. — could - olasilik.

18. b) may — Olasilik = may.

19. a) She might be working late tonight. — might + be + V-ing.

Bu dersin interaktif versiyonu (aninda geri bildirimli alistirmalar):
https://abonlinenglish.school/grammar/b1/possibility-probability
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