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B1 GRAMMAR LESSON · REPORTED SPEECH

Reported Statements
Reporting what someone said: He said (that) he was busy.
Dolaylı Anlatım (Cümleler)

QUICK UNDERSTANDING

Reported speech, başkasının söylediği bir cümleyi kendi cümlemizin içinde aktarmamızı sağlar. Bunu
yaparken genellikle zaman bir adım geriye kayar — buna backshift denir.

The Structure
Formula

Subject + said (that) + [cümle bir zaman geriye kaymış]

Direct Speech Reported Speech

Present Simple Past Simple

Present Continuous Past Continuous

Present Perfect Past Perfect

Past Simple Past Perfect (genelde)

will would

can could

may might

must had to / must (değişmez, çıkarım için)

Affirmative / Negative

AFFIRMATIVE

"I work here," he said. → He said
(that) he worked there.

NEGATIVE

"I don't like it," she said. → She said
(that) she didn't like it.

QUESTION (AYRI KONU)

Reported Questions için ayrı derse
bak →

Word Order & Değişimler
Direct Reported

Zamirler (I→she), zaman ifadeleri (today→that day, tomorrow→the next day) ve yer ifadeleri (here→there)
de değişir.
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How It Works
When do we use it?

• Başkasının sözünü kendi cümlemizde aktarırken: He said he was busy.

• Yazılı/sözlü haber aktarırken: The manager said the meeting was cancelled.

• Geçmişte söylenmiş bir şeyi şimdi anlatırken.

When DON'T we backshift?

Aktarma fiili ŞİMDİKİ zamandaysa (says, has said) ya da aktarılan bilgi hâlâ GEÇERLİ bir genel gerçekse
backshift YAPILMAZ.
"The Earth is round," she said. → She said (that) the Earth is round. (genel gerçek, backshift opsiyonel)

Say vs Tell

Say
Nesnesiz kullanılır (ya da "to sb" ile).
She said (to me) that she was tired.

Tell
Mutlaka bir nesne alır.
She told me that she was tired.

Türkçe Mantığı

Zihninde şu sırayla ilerle:
NE SÖYLENDİ? → "I am tired." (direkt söylenen cümle) → AKTARMA FİİLİ GEÇMİŞTE Mİ? (said/told) → Evet →
BACKSHIFT gerekir → ZAMAN BİR ADIM GERİ KAYAR + ZAMİRLER DEĞİŞİR → CÜMLE → She said (that) she
was tired.

Examples
• "I live in Paris," she said. → She said she lived in Paris. — Present Simple → Past Simple.

• "I am studying," he said. → He said he was studying. — Present Continuous → Past Continuous.

• "I have finished," she said. → She said she had finished. — Present Perfect → Past Perfect.

• "I will call you," he said. → He said he would call me. — will → would.

• "I can swim," she said. → She said she could swim. — can → could.

• "I saw him yesterday," she said. → She said she had seen him the day before. — yesterday → the day before.

• "I'll see you tomorrow," he said. → He said he would see me the next day. — tomorrow → the next day.

• "This is my book," she said. → She said that was her book. — this → that.



ABONLINENGLISH DİL EĞİTİMİ
GRAMMAR

Reported Statements  ·  B1

AbOnlinEnglish Dil Eğitimi  ·  https://abonlinenglish.school/ Sayfa 3

Common Mistakes
✗ She said that she is tired. ✓ She said that she was tired.

WHY? Aktarma fiili (said) geçmişte olduğu için backshift uygulanmalı: is → was.

✗ He told that he was busy. ✓ He said that he was busy. / He told me that he was
busy.

WHY? "Tell" mutlaka bir nesne (me, her, us...) alır; nesnesiz kullanacaksan "say" kullanmalısın.

✗ She said me that she was leaving. ✓ She told me that she was leaving.

TÜRKÇE MANTIK: Türkçede "bana söyledi" derken nesne fiile doğrudan bağlanır; İngilizcede bu "tell" ile olur, "say" ile değil
(say + to me kullanılabilir ama say me YANLIŞTIR).
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Practice
Name: ________________________________ Date: ______________ Score: ______ / 19

PART A · QUICK CHECK

1. "I'm busy." → He said that he __________ busy.
a) is being b) has c) were d) was

2. Find the mistake and correct it.
He A told that B he was busy. C

Correction: ______________________________

3. She __________ me that she was leaving.
a) told b) said c) spoke d) talked

PART B · PRACTICE

4. "I will call you." → She said she __________ call me.

5. "We have finished." → They said they __________ finished.

6. "I saw the film yesterday." → He said he __________ the film the day before.
a) has seen b) was see c) sees d) had seen

7. Find the mistake and correct it.
She A said me B that she was leaving. C

Correction: ______________________________

8. Last week your friend said: "I can't come to the party." Today you tell your mum.
What do you say?
a) She told she couldn't come to the party.
b) She said me she couldn't come.
c) She said she couldn't come to the party.
d) She said she can't came to the party.

9. "He said he was hungry." What were his exact words?
a) "I'm hungry."
b) "You are hungry."
c) "I was hungry yesterday."
d) "He is hungry."

10. Report it: "I live in Izmir," said Ali.
Ali said that he _____________________________ in Izmir.

PART C · FINAL CHECK

11. "I am working." → She said she __________ .
a) was working b) works c) were working d) is working now

12. "I'll help you tomorrow." → He said he would help me __________ .
a) tomorrow yesterday b) the day before c) last day d) the next day

13. "I don't like fish." → She said she __________ like fish.
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14. Find the mistake and correct it.
She said she A is B tired last night, so she went to bed early. C

Correction: ______________________________

15. He told __________ that he would be late.
a) — b) that us c) us d) to us

16. Your teacher said this morning: "The test is on Friday." You tell your classmate.
Which is correct?
a) She said the test is on Friday.
b) She told the test is on Friday.
c) She said that the test on Friday.
d) She said me the test is on Friday.

17. "They said they had been to Paris." What were their words?
a) "They have been to Paris."
b) "We have been to Paris."
c) "We will go to Paris."
d) "We are in Paris."

18. She said she __________ call me later, but she didn't.
a) can b) would c) shall to d) will

19. Report it: "I can swim," said Emma.
Emma said that she _____________________________ swim.



ABONLINENGLISH DİL EĞİTİMİ
GRAMMAR

Reported Statements  ·  B1

AbOnlinEnglish Dil Eğitimi  ·  https://abonlinenglish.school/ Sayfa 6

Answer Key
Kısa açıklamalar, her cevabın hangi kurala dayandığını gösterir.
PART A · QUICK CHECK

1. d) was — Backshift: am → was.

2. B — told that → said that — tell kişisiz kullanılmaz: He said that... / He told me that...

3. a) told — Kişi var (me) → told.

PART B · PRACTICE

4. would — will → would.

5. had — have finished → had finished.

6. d) had seen — Past simple → past perfect; yesterday → the day before.

7. B — said me → told me — Kişi nesnesiyle tell: told me.

8. c) She said she couldn't come to the party. — can't → couldn't; said (kişisiz).

9. a) "I'm hungry." — Doğrudan söz: I'm hungry.

10. Ali said that he lived in Izmir. — live → lived; I → he.

PART C · FINAL CHECK

11. a) was working — am working → was working.

12. d) the next day — tomorrow → the next day.

13. didn't / did not — don't → didn't.

14. B — is → was — Geçmişteki aktarım ve geçmiş bağlam → was.

15. c) us — tell + kişi: told us.

16. a) She said the test is on Friday. — Hâlâ geçerli bilgi → backshift gerekmeyebilir; say kişisiz.

17. b) "We have been to Paris." — had been ← have been; they → we.

18. b) would — will → would.

19. Emma said that she could swim. — can → could.

Bu dersin interaktif versiyonu (anında geri bildirimli alıştırmalar):
https://abonlinenglish.school/grammar/b1/reported-statements


