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B1 GRAMMAR LESSON · MODAL VERBS

Would rather / Would prefer
Saying what you — or someone else — would prefer to do.
Tercih Bildiren Would Rather

QUICK UNDERSTANDING

Would rather (kısaca 'd rather), iki seçenek arasından birini tercih ettiğimizi anlatır — "...mek/mak
yerine ...meyi/mayı tercih ederim" demektir. Kendi yaptığımız bir şey için fiilin yalın hâlini alır, ama başka
birinin bir şey yapmasını tercih ettiğimizde şaşırtıcı bir şekilde past simple kullanılır (geçmiş zaman
anlamı yoktur!). would prefer ise aynı anlamı to-infinitive ile verir.

The Structure
Formula

Aynı özne: Subject + would rather (+ not) + V1 (+ than + V1)
Farklı özne: Subject1 + would rather + Subject2 + Past Simple
Eşdeğer yapı: Subject + would prefer + to + V1
would rather + past simple'daki past simple GEÇMİŞ ZAMAN anlatmaz — sadece "farklı özne" durumunda kullanılan sabit
bir kalıptır (unreal/distancing past, tıpkı ikinci koşul cümlelerindeki gibi).

Affirmative / Negative / Question

AFFIRMATIVE

Subject + would rather + V1
Subject1 + would rather + Subject2
+ Past Simple
I'd rather eat at home.

NEGATIVE

Subject + would rather not + V1
Subject1 + would rather + Subject2
+ didn't + V1
I'd rather not go out tonight.

QUESTION

Would + subject + rather + V1?
Would you rather stay or leave?
Would you rather I called later?

Word Order
would rather — (özne, farklı ise) — fiil (V1 ya da past simple) — than + karşılaştırma (isteğe bağlı). would
prefer'da ise to-infinitive kullanılır ve karşılaştırma "rather than + V1" ile yapılır.

• I'd rather stay in tonight than go to the party. — Bu gece partiye gitmektense evde kalmayı tercih ederim.

• I'd rather you didn't tell anyone about this. — Bunu kimseye söylememeni tercih ederim.

• I would prefer to stay in tonight rather than go to the party. — Bu gece partiye gitmektense evde kalmayı tercih ederim.
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How It Works
When do we use it?

• would rather + bare infinitive (aynı özne): kendi tercihini anlatmak için — I'd rather walk than drive.

• would rather + özne + past simple (farklı özne): başkasının bir şey yapmasını tercih ettiğini anlatmak için
— I'd rather you called me tomorrow.

• would prefer + to-infinitive: would rather ile aynı anlam, farklı yapı — I would prefer to stay home.

• would rather not: bir şeyi yapmamayı tercih ettiğini belirtmek için — I'd rather not talk about it.

When DON'T we use it?

would rather'dan sonra to-infinitive KULLANMA — bu hata would prefer ile karıştırmaktan gelir.
✗ I'd rather to stay home. → ✓ I'd rather stay home. (ya da: I'd prefer to stay home.)
Farklı özne olduğunda bare infinitive KULLANMA — başkasının yapmasını istediğinde past simple
gerekir.
✗ I'd rather you stay quiet. → ✓ I'd rather you stayed quiet.

Short Answers

Kısa cevap would ile verilir: "Would you rather stay home?" → "Yes, I would. / No, I wouldn't."
Karşılaştırmalı bir soruda (A or B) genelde tercih doğrudan tekrar edilir: "I'd rather stay home."

Türkçe Mantığı

Zihninde şu sırayla ilerle:
TÜRKÇEDE NE DEMEK İSTİYORUM? → "Dışarı çıkmaktansa evde kalmayı tercih ederim." → TERCİHİ YAPAN
KİM? → Ben, eylemi de kendim yapacağım → ÖZNE AYNI MI? → Evet, aynı özne (I ... I) → HANGİ YAPI? → would
rather + fiilin yalın hâli (aynı özne olduğu için past simple YOK) → CÜMLE → "I would rather stay home than go
out."

Şimdi başkasının yapmasını istediğinde:
TÜRKÇEDE NE DEMEK İSTİYORUM? → "Sessiz kalmanı tercih ederim." → ÖZNE AYNI MI? → Hayır, ben
istiyorum ama eylemi SEN yapacaksın → HANGİ YAPI? → would rather + özne + PAST SIMPLE (geçmiş zaman
değil, sadece kalıp gereği!) → CÜMLE → "I would rather you stayed quiet."

Examples
WOULD RATHER + BARE INFINITIVE (AYNI ÖZNE)

• I'd rather cook dinner than order takeaway. — Paket yemek ısmarlamaktansa akşam yemeği pişirmeyi tercih ederim.

• We'd rather travel by train than by plane. — Uçakla değil trenle seyahat etmeyi tercih ederiz.

• She'd rather work from home on Fridays. — Cuma günleri evden çalışmayı tercih ediyor.

• I'd rather not answer that question. — O soruyu yanıtlamamayı tercih ederim.
WOULD RATHER + ÖZNE + PAST SIMPLE (FARKLI ÖZNE)

• I'd rather you told me the truth now. — Şimdi bana gerçeği söylemeni tercih ederim.

• I'd rather he didn't find out about this. — Bunu öğrenmemesini tercih ederim.

• Would you rather I waited outside? — Dışarıda beklememi mi tercih edersin?

• My parents would rather I studied medicine. — Ailem tıp okumamı tercih ediyor.
WOULD PREFER / KARŞILAŞTIRMA

• I would prefer to eat outside if it's not too cold. — Çok soğuk değilse dışarıda yemeyi tercih ederim.
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• Would you prefer to meet on Monday or Tuesday? — Pazartesi mi Salı mı buluşmayı tercih edersin?

• He would prefer to drive rather than take the bus. — Otobüse binmektense araba kullanmayı tercih eder.

• I'd rather stay in than go out, if that's okay with you. — Senin için sorun olmazsa, dışarı çıkmaktansa evde kalmayı tercih
ederim.

Compare & Notice: Would Rather vs Would Prefer
Compare With

would rather
Bare infinitive alır (aynı özne); farklı özne için past
simple kullanır. Daha konuşma diline yakındır.
I'd rather leave early.

would prefer
Her zaman to-infinitive alır; özne değişse bile yapı
aynı kalır ama farklı özneli kullanım için "would prefer
+ object + to + V1" gerekir.
I would prefer to leave early.

Karar Şeması (Decision Guide)
Soru: Eylemi kim yapacak?

BEN (AYNI ÖZNE)

would rather + fiilin yalın hâli
I'd rather stay.

BAŞKASI (FARKLI ÖZNE)

would rather + özne + past simple
I'd rather you stayed.

Notice: İki şeyi karşılaştırırken

would rather … than … / would prefer … to …: I'd rather have tea than coffee. — I'd prefer tea to coffee.
Fiillerle: I'd prefer to walk rather than take a taxi.

Common Mistakes
✗ I'd rather to stay home tonight. ✓ I'd rather stay home tonight.

WHY? would rather doğrudan fiilin yalın hâlini alır, to almaz — "to" yalnızca would prefer ile kullanılır.

✗ I'd rather you stay for dinner. ✓ I'd rather you stayed for dinner.

WHY? Özne farklı olduğunda (I ... you) fiil bare infinitive değil, past simple formunda olmalıdır — bu kalıbın en çok karıştırılan
kuralıdır.

✗ I'd rather don't go today. ✓ I'd rather not go today.

WHY? Aynı öznede olumsuzluk "don't/doesn't" ile değil, doğrudan "rather NOT" ile yapılır.

✗ I would prefer stay home. ✓ I would prefer to stay home.

WHY? would prefer, would rather'ın tersine mutlaka to-infinitive alır — "to"yu düşürmek would rather kalıbıyla
karıştırmaktan kaynaklanır.

✗ "I'd rather you stayed" cümlesi geçmişte kaldığını
anlatır.

✓ Bu cümledeki past simple (stayed)
şimdiki/gelecekteki bir tercihi anlatır, geçmiş zaman
DEĞİLDİR.

WHY? Farklı özne olduğunda kullanılan past simple, ikinci koşul cümlelerindeki (if I were you gibi) "unreal past" mantığıyla
aynıdır — zaman değil, kalıp gereğidir.
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Practice
Name: ________________________________ Date: ______________ Score: ______ / 21

PART A · QUICK CHECK

1. I'd rather __________ dinner at home tonight.
a) cooking b) cook c) cooked d) to cook

2. I'd rather you __________ me the truth.
a) telling b) will tell c) to tell d) told

3. She would prefer __________ by train.
a) to travel b) travelled c) travels d) travel

PART B · PRACTICE

4. We'd rather __________ out tonight. (not / eat)

5. Find the mistake and correct it.
I'd rather A to walk B than C take the bus. D

Correction: ______________________________

6. I'd rather you __________ anyone about this. (not / tell)

7. Rewrite with would rather: "I would prefer to stay in tonight."
I'd rather _____________________________ tonight.

8. Your friend asks: "Shall I pick you up at seven?" You want to walk.
Which reply is correct?
a) Thanks, but I'd rather to walk.
b) Thanks, but I'd rather walk.
c) Thanks, but I'd rather walked.
d) Thanks, but I'd rather walking.

9. "My parents would rather I studied medicine." What does this sentence mean?
a) I studied medicine in the past.
b) My parents are studying medicine now.
c) My parents studied medicine.
d) My parents want me to study medicine.

10. Which sentence means the same as "I'd rather not go to the meeting"?
a) I wouldn't prefer go to the meeting.
b) I would prefer to not going to the meeting.
c) I would rather to not go to the meeting.
d) I would prefer not to go to the meeting.

11. Would you rather I __________ later?
a) calling b) to call c) will call d) called
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PART C · FINAL CHECK

12. I'd rather __________ a film at home than go to the cinema.
a) watched b) watch c) to watch d) watching

13. I'd rather you __________ your phone during dinner.
a) doesn't use b) didn't use c) not to use d) won't use

14. He'd prefer __________ from home on Fridays. (work)

15. Find the mistake and correct it.
We would prefer A stay B at a quiet hotel C near the beach. D

Correction: ______________________________

16. Would you rather __________ by bus or by train?
a) go b) to go c) going d) gone

17. I'd rather __________ about it right now. (not / talk)

18. I'd prefer tea __________ coffee, please.
a) than b) from c) to d) that

19. A colleague offers to phone the client for you, but you want to do it yourself.
What do you say?
a) Thanks, but I'd rather you did it.
b) Thanks, but I'd rather doing it myself.
c) Thanks, but I'd rather do it myself.
d) Thanks, but I'd prefer do it myself.

20. Rewrite with would rather: "I don't want you to drive tonight."
I'd rather you _____________________________ tonight.

21. "I'd rather you left now." Which statement is true?
a) The speaker left a moment ago.
b) The speaker wants the listener to leave now.
c) The speaker wants to leave now.
d) The listener left some time ago.
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Answer Key
Kısa açıklamalar, her cevabın hangi kurala dayandığını gösterir.
PART A · QUICK CHECK

1. b) cook — Özne aynı (I … I). would rather'dan sonra fiilin yalın hâli gelir; "to" ya da -ing kullanılmaz.

2. d) told — Özne farklı (I … you). Bu durumda would rather + özne + past simple kullanılır: told. Anlam geçmiş değil,
şimdi/gelecek.

3. a) to travel — would prefer her zaman to-infinitive alır: would prefer to travel. "to"suz yapı would rather'a aittir.

PART B · PRACTICE

4. not eat — Aynı öznede olumsuzluk "rather not + V1" ile yapılır; don't kullanılmaz: We'd rather not eat out.

5. B — to walk → walk — would rather'dan sonra "to" gelmez: I'd rather walk than take the bus.

6. didn't tell / did not tell — Özne farklı (I … you), bu yüzden past simple'ın olumsuzu kullanılır: didn't tell.

7. I'd rather stay in tonight. — would prefer to + V1 → would rather + V1. "to" düşer: I'd rather stay in tonight.

8. b) Thanks, but I'd rather walk. — Eylemi yapan da tercih eden de sensin (aynı özne): would rather + V1 → I'd rather walk.

9. d) My parents want me to study medicine. — Farklı özneyle gelen past simple (studied) geçmişi anlatmaz; ailenin şimdiki
tercihini anlatır: benim tıp okumamı istiyorlar.

10. d) I would prefer not to go to the meeting. — would rather not + V1 = would prefer not + to + V1.

11. d) called — Soruda da kural aynıdır: tercih eden "you", eylemi yapan "I" (farklı özne) → past simple: called.

PART C · FINAL CHECK

12. b) watch — Aynı özne: would rather + V1 … than + V1 → watch … than go.

13. b) didn't use — Farklı özne (I … you) → past simple olumsuz: didn't use.

14. to work — would prefer + to-infinitive: He'd prefer to work from home.

15. B — stay → to stay — would prefer'dan sonra "to" gerekir: We would prefer to stay at a quiet hotel.

16. a) go — Soru: Would + özne + rather + V1? → Would you rather go…?

17. not talk — Aynı özne olumsuz: would rather not + V1 → I'd rather not talk about it.

18. c) to — would prefer + isim + to + isim: I'd prefer tea to coffee. (would rather ile ise than: I'd rather have tea than coffee.)

19. c) Thanks, but I'd rather do it myself. — Aramayı sen yapmak istiyorsun (aynı özne) → I'd rather do it myself. "I'd rather
you did it" dilbilgisi olarak doğrudur ama anlamı tam tersidir.

20. I'd rather you didn't drive tonight. — Farklı özne + olumsuz → would rather + you + didn't + V1: I'd rather you didn't drive
tonight.

21. b) The speaker wants the listener to leave now. — "left" burada geçmiş değildir; konuşan kişi dinleyenin şimdi gitmesini
tercih ediyor.

Bu dersin interaktif versiyonu (anında geri bildirimli alıştırmalar):
https://abonlinenglish.school/grammar/b1/would-rather


