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B2 GRAMMAR LESSON · FUTURE TENSES

Future in the Past
was going to, would — the future seen from a point in the past.
Geçmişten Bakılan Gelecek

QUICK UNDERSTANDING

Future in the past, geçmişte bir noktadan bakıldığında "o an için gelecekte" olan bir eylemi anlatır. En sık
was/were going to ve would ile kurulur. Bu yapı çoğu zaman, planlanan ama gerçekleşmeyen bir şeyi
anlatmak için kullanılır — Türkçedeki "yapacaktım (ama...)" ifadesinin karşılığıdır.

The Structure
Formula

Subject + was/were + going to + V1
Subject + would + V1 (anlatım/dolaylı gelecek)
was/were going to genelde kişisel planlar için; would ise hikâye anlatımı ve dolaylı anlatım (reported speech) için tercih
edilir.

Affirmative / Negative / Question

AFFIRMATIVE

I/He/She was going to + V1
We/You/They were going to + V1
He was going to quit his job.

NEGATIVE

Subject + wasn't/weren't going to +
V1
He wasn't going to quit his job.

QUESTION

Was/Were + subject + going to +
V1?
Was he going to quit his job?

Word Order
Özne — was/were (not) — going to — yalın fiil — (but + gerçekte olan). Özne — would (not) — yalın fiil.

• I was going to cook dinner, but we ordered pizza instead. — Yemek pişirecektim ama bunun yerine pizza sipariş ettik.

• She promised she would help us move house. — Taşınmamıza yardım edeceğine söz verdi.

How It Works
When do we use it?

• Geçmişte yapılan ama gerçekleşmeyen bir plan: We were going to go camping, but it rained all
weekend.

• Geçmişte verilmiş bir niyet (sonucu belirtilmeden): I was going to call my mum this morning.

• Hikâyelerde/aktarımda "o zaman için gelecek" olanı anlatmak (would): He didn't know it then, but he
would become a famous writer.

• Dolaylı anlatımda "will"in geçmiş hâli olarak (would): She said she would call me back.
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When DON'T we use it?

Geçmişte söylenen bir sözü aktarırken will KULLANMA — geçmiş bir anlatımda will, would olur.
✗ He said he will come to the party. → ✓ He said he would come to the party.
"was/were going to"yu her zaman GERÇEKLEŞMİŞ bir eylem SANMA — çoğu zaman tam tersini, planın
gerçekleşMEDİĞİNİ ima eder.
✗ I was going to finish the project. (= bitirdim anlamında kullanmak yanlış) → ✓ I was going to finish the
project, but I ran out of time. (bitirmedim)

Short Answers

was/were going to: Were you going to call me? → Yes, I was. / No, I wasn't.
would: Did she say she would come? → Yes, she did. / No, she didn't. (would'un kendisi genelde
tekrarlanmaz, ana cümledeki yardımcı fiil kullanılır.)

Türkçe Mantığı

Zihninde şu sırayla ilerle:
TÜRKÇEDE NE DEMEK İSTİYORUM? → "Sana yazacaktım ama unuttum." → BU, GEÇMİŞTE VERİLMİŞ BİR
PLAN, O ZAMAN İÇİN GELECEK Mİ? → Evet, geçmişteki bir andan bakıldığında gelecek bir eylemdi. → HANGİ
YAPI? → was/were going to + V1 → CÜMLE → "I was going to text you, but I forgot."

Examples
GERÇEKLEŞMEYEN PLANLAR (WAS/WERE GOING TO)

• I was going to visit my grandparents, but I got sick. — Büyükanne-büyükbabamı ziyaret edecektim ama hastalandım.

• We were going to watch the sunset, but it started raining. — Gün batımını izleyecektik ama yağmur başladı.

• He wasn't going to say anything, but he changed his mind. — Hiçbir şey söylemeyecekti ama fikrini değiştirdi.
WOULD ILE ANLATIM / DOLAYLI AKTARIM

• She told me she would send the documents the next day. — Belgeleri ertesi gün göndereceğini söyledi.

• Little did he know that this decision would change his whole life. — O an bu kararın bütün hayatını değiştireceğini
bilmiyordu.

• They promised they would write to us every week. — Bize her hafta yazacaklarına söz verdiler.
KARIŞIK

• Were you going to tell me about this, or was it a secret? — Bunu bana söyleyecek miydin, yoksa bir sır mıydı?

• I thought you weren't going to come. — Gelmeyeceğini düşünmüştüm.
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Compare & Notice
Compare With

Future in the past (bu konu)
Geçmişteki bir andan bakıldığında "o zaman için
gelecek" olan, genelde gerçekleşmeyen bir eylemi
anlatır.
I was going to call you, but I forgot.

Will / Be going to
Şu anki konuşma anından bakıldığında, gerçek bir
gelecek eylemi anlatır.
I'm going to call you tomorrow.

→ Will vs Going to konusuna git

Visual Timeline
Timeline: geçmişte plan yapıldı · o zaman için "gelecek" olan an (genelde gerçekleşmedi) · şu an, gerçek durum

Common Mistakes
✗ She said she will call me back. ✓ She said she would call me back.

WHY? Geçmişteki bir sözü aktarırken "will", geçmiş zamana uygun olarak "would" olur.

✗ I was going to finish the report. (bitirdiğini anlatmak
isterken)

✓ I finished the report.

WHY? "was going to" genelde GERÇEKLEŞMEYEN bir planı ima eder; eylem gerçekten olduysa sade geçmiş zaman
(finished) kullanılmalı.

✗ We was going to leave early. ✓ We were going to leave early.

WHY? "we" özne ile "were" kullanılır, "was" değil — be fiili özneye göre uyumlu olmalı.

✗ He would go to the gym every day when he was
younger. (planlı gelecek anlatımı sanılarak
kullanıldığında)

✓ He used to go to the gym every day when he was
younger.

WHY? Burada "would" tekrarlanan bir GEÇMİŞ ALIŞKANLIK anlatıyor, "future in the past" (geçmişten bakılan gelecek)
değil; bu iki kullanım karıştırılmamalı — "future in the past" would'u genelde bir söz/tahmin/anlatım bağlamında kullanılır.
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Practice
Name: ________________________________ Date: ______________ Score: ______ / 21

PART A · QUICK CHECK

1. Find the mistake and correct it.
She said she A will B call me back. C

Correction: ______________________________

2. Find the mistake and correct it.
We A was going to B leave early. C

Correction: ______________________________

3. We __________ go camping, but it rained all weekend.
a) will b) are going to c) would have went d) were going to

PART B · PRACTICE

4. I __________ call my mum this morning, but I forgot.
a) will b) was going to c) would have to d) am going to

5. He didn't know it then, but he __________ become a famous writer.
a) is going to b) would c) will d) was

6. They told us the train __________ (leave) at six.

7. Find the mistake and correct it.
I A was going to finish B the report — and I did. C

Correction: ______________________________

8. Your friend asks why you didn't come to the party. You planned to, but you got sick.
What do you say?
a) I would came, but I got sick.
b) I will come, but I got sick.
c) I was going to come, but I got sick.
d) I'm going to come, but I got sick.

9. "I was going to buy that dress." What does it suggest?
a) I always buy dresses.
b) I planned to buy it, but probably didn't.
c) I bought it.
d) I will buy it tomorrow.

10. She promised she __________ help me.
a) would b) will c) is going d) shall

11. I thought it __________ (rain), so I took an umbrella.
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PART C · FINAL CHECK

12. I knew you __________ like this film.
a) would to b) will c) are going to d) would

13. We __________ to fly, but the tickets were too expensive.
a) would going b) was going c) are going d) were going

14. He said he __________ (be) late.

15. Find the mistake and correct it.
At that time, I didn't know I A will B meet my future wife there. C

Correction: ______________________________

16. I __________ tell you, but you already knew.
a) will b) would been c) was going to d) am going to

17. You tell the story of how you met your best friend.
Which sentence fits?
a) I didn't know that day that we would became best friends.
b) I didn't know that day that we will become best friends.
c) I didn't know that day that we are going to become best friends.
d) I didn't know that day that we would become best friends.

18. "The meeting was going to start at 9." What might have happened?
a) It starts at 9 every day.
b) It started exactly at 9.
c) It probably started late or was cancelled.
d) It will start at 9 tomorrow.

19. They were sure the team __________ win.
a) is going to b) would c) wins d) will

20. Which sentence is correct?
a) I was about to left when you called.
b) I am about to leave when you called.
c) I was about to leave when you called.
d) I was about leave when you called.

21. Rewrite: "She said, 'I will help you.'"
She said she _____________________________ me.
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Answer Key
Kısa açıklamalar, her cevabın hangi kurala dayandığını gösterir.
PART A · QUICK CHECK

1. B — will → would — Geçmişten bakılan gelecek → would.

2. B — was going to → were going to — We ile were.

3. d) were going to — Gerçekleşmeyen geçmiş plan.

PART B · PRACTICE

4. b) was going to — Geçmiş niyet.

5. b) would — Hikâyede "o zaman için gelecek" → would.

6. would leave — Dolaylı anlatım: will → would.

7. B — was going to finish → finished — Gerçekleşen eylem → past simple.

8. c) I was going to come, but I got sick. — Gerçekleşmeyen plan → was going to.

9. b) I planned to buy it, but probably didn't. — was going to → gerçekleşmeyen niyet.

10. a) would — Geçmişteki söz → would.

11. would rain / was going to rain — Geçmişteki tahmin.

PART C · FINAL CHECK

12. d) would — Geçmişteki tahmin → would.

13. d) were going — We + were going to.

14. would be — will be → would be.

15. B — will → would — Geçmişten bakılan gelecek → would.

16. c) was going to — Gerçekleşmeyen niyet.

17. d) I didn't know that day that we would become best friends. — Hikâyede o zaman için gelecek → would + V1.

18. c) It probably started late or was cancelled. — was going to → plan değişmiş olabilir.

19. b) would — Geçmişteki kesin tahmin → would.

20. c) I was about to leave when you called. — was about to + V1 (geçmişte "tam ...ecekken").

21. She said she would help me. — will → would.

Bu dersin interaktif versiyonu (anında geri bildirimli alıştırmalar):
https://abonlinenglish.school/grammar/b2/future-in-the-past


