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B2 GRAMMAR LESSON · RELATIVE CLAUSES

Non-defining Relative Clauses
Extra information with commas: My mother, who is a nurse, …
Kaynaştırma Sıfat Cümlecikleri

QUICK UNDERSTANDING

Non-defining relative clause (kaynaştırma / açıklama sıfat cümleciği), zaten kim ya da ne olduğu belli
olan bir isim hakkında sadece ek bilgi vermek için kullanılır. Bu cümlecik cümleden çıkarılsa bile ana
cümlenin anlamı bozulmaz, sadece fazladan bir detay kaybolur. Bu yüzden her zaman virgülle ayrılır ve
that ile başlayamaz.

The Structure
Formula

isim/özel isim + , + who/which/whose/where/when + cümlecik + , + cümlenin geri kalanı
Cümlecik cümlenin SONUNDAYSA ikinci virgüle gerek yoktur, cümle doğrudan noktayla biter: "I called my uncle, who lives
in Bursa."

Affirmative / Negative / Question
Zamir Kullanım Örnek

who kişi hakkında ek bilgi my father, who is 60,

which nesne hakkında EK BİLGİ ya da
TÜM CÜMLEYE atıf

the film, which won an award, ... /
He was late, which annoyed us.

whose ek sahiplik bilgisi my boss, whose office is upstairs,

where ek yer bilgisi London, where I studied,

when ek zaman bilgisi 2020, when the pandemic began,

Word Order
Non-defining clause, tanımladığı ismin hemen ardından gelir ve İKİ virgülle (cümle ortasındaysa) ya da TEK
virgülle (cümle sonundaysa) ayrılır. Virgül unutulursa cümle defining clause gibi okunur ve anlam değişebilir.

• My uncle, who lives in Canada, called me last night. — Kanada’da yaşayan amcam dün gece beni aradı. (cümle ortasında
— iki virgül)

• I finally visited Rome, which I had always dreamed of. — Her zaman hayalini kurduğum Roma’yı sonunda ziyaret ettim.
(cümle sonunda — tek virgül)
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How It Works
When do we use it?

• Zaten belli/tek olan bir isim (özel isim, "my mother" gibi) hakkında ek bilgi vermek için: My mother,
who is a nurse, works night shifts.

• which, tek bir kelimeyi değil, kendinden önceki TÜM CÜMLEYİ/DURUMU işaret edebilir: He passed the
exam, which surprised everyone. (“surprised everyone” olan şey “exam” değil, “he passed the exam”
durumunun kendisi)

• whose ile ek sahiplik bilgisi vermek için: Mr. Adams, whose lecture we attended, is retiring next year.

• where/when ile ek yer/zaman bilgisi vermek için: We visited Paris, where we first met.

When DON'T we use it?

Non-defining clause’da "that" KULLANMA — that sadece defining (virgülsüz) clause’larda kullanılır.
✗ My brother, that lives in Izmir, called me. → ✓ My brother, who lives in Izmir, called me.
Relative pronoun’u ASLA ATLAMA — defining clause’un aksine, non-defining’de pronoun hiçbir zaman
düşmez.
✗ My car, I bought last year, broke down. → ✓ My car, which I bought last year, broke down.

Short Answers

Hızlı hatırlatma: Non-defining clause = virgül ZORUNLU + "that" YASAK + pronoun ASLA atlanmaz.
"which" bazen tek bir kelimeyi değil, önceki cümlenin TAMAMINI işaret eder.

Türkçe Mantığı

Zihninde şu sırayla ilerle:
TÜRKÇEDE NE DEMEK İSTİYORUM? → "Kardeşim, ki İzmir’de yaşıyor, beni aradı." → BU BİLGİ CÜMLENİN
ANLAMI İÇİN GEREKLİ Mİ? → Hayır — kardeşim zaten tek/belli, bu sadece ek bilgi → İNGİLİZCEDE
VİRGÜLLERLE AYRILAN BİR CÜMLECİK KULLANILIR, "that" DEĞİL "who/which" KULLANILIR → CÜMLE → "My
brother, who lives in Izmir, called me."

Examples
EK BILGI (TEMEL)

• My sister, who works as an architect, designed this building. — Mimar olarak çalışan kız kardeşim bu binayı tasarladı.

• Istanbul, which has over 15 million residents, is the largest city in Turkey. — 15 milyondan fazla nüfusa sahip olan
İstanbul, Türkiye’nin en büyük şehridir.

• Our neighbour, who is a retired teacher, helps my daughter with her homework. — Emekli bir öğretmen olan
komşumuz kızıma ödevlerinde yardım ediyor.

• The new stadium, which cost millions of dollars, opened last month. — Milyonlarca dolara mal olan yeni stadyum geçen
ay açıldı.

WHICH ILE TÜM CÜMLEYE ATIF

• She forgot my birthday, which made me quite upset. — Doğum günümü unuttu, bu da beni oldukça üzdü.

• He arrived two hours late, which was very unlike him. — İki saat geç geldi, ki bu ona hiç benzemiyordu.

• The team won every match this season, which nobody expected. — Takım bu sezon her maçı kazandı, ki bunu kimse
beklemiyordu.

WHOSE / WHERE / WHEN
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• Professor Kaya, whose research changed the field, is retiring this year. — Araştırmaları alanı değiştiren Profesör Kaya
bu yıl emekli oluyor.

• We stayed at a small hotel, where the staff were extremely friendly. — Personelinin son derece güler yüzlü olduğu küçük
bir otelde kaldık.

• I still remember 2016, when I graduated from university. — Üniversiteden mezun olduğum 2016 yılını hâlâ hatırlıyorum.

• My grandfather, whose house overlooks the sea, still gardens every morning. — Evi denize bakan dedem hâlâ her
sabah bahçeyle uğraşıyor.

• The company, whose profits doubled last year, is planning to expand. — Geçen yıl kârı iki katına çıkan şirket genişlemeyi
planlıyor.

Compare & Notice
Compare With

Defining Relative Clauses
İsmi TANIMLAR/BELİRLER; cümlecik çıkarılırsa anlam
eksik kalır. Virgül YOKTUR, "that" kullanılabilir,
pronoun (nesne konumundaysa) atlanabilir.
The man who called you is my boss.

Non-defining Relative Clauses (bu konu)
İsim hakkında EK BİLGİ verir; cümlecik çıkarılsa da
cümle anlamlıdır. Virgül ZORUNLUDUR, "that"
YASAKTIR, pronoun ASLA atlanmaz.
My boss, who called you, is very kind.
→ Belirtme Sıfat Cümlecikleri (Defining) konusuna git

Karar Şeması (Decision Guide)
Soru: Bu bilgi, ismin hangi kişi/şey olduğunu anlamak için GEREKLİ mi?

EVET, GEREKLI

Defining clause → virgülsüz, that mümkün: the man
who called

HAYIR, SADECE EK BILGI

Non-defining clause → virgüllü, that yasak: my boss,
who called,

Common Mistakes
✗ My father who is a doctor lives in Ankara. ✓ My father, who is a doctor, lives in Ankara.

WHY? "my father" zaten tek/belli bir kişidir; bu yüzden clause sadece ek bilgi verir ve virgülle ayrılmak zorundadır. Türkçede
virgül hissi olmadığı için bu unutulur.

✗ My brother, that lives in Izmir, called me. ✓ My brother, who lives in Izmir, called me.

WHY? "that" sadece defining clause’larda kullanılır; virgüllü (non-defining) clause’larda who/which/whose kullanılmalıdır.

✗ My car, I bought last year, broke down. ✓ My car, which I bought last year, broke down.

WHY? Defining clause’da nesne konumundaki pronoun atlanabilir, ama non-defining clause’da pronoun ASLA düşmez.

✗ He forgot my birthday, that made me upset. ✓ He forgot my birthday, which made me upset.

WHY? Burada "which" tek bir ismi değil, bütün "he forgot my birthday" durumunu işaret eder; bu kullanımda da "that" değil
"which" gerekir.
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Practice
Name: ________________________________ Date: ______________ Score: ______ / 21

PART A · QUICK CHECK

1. Find the mistake and correct it.
My father A who is a doctor B lives in Ankara. C

Correction: ______________________________

2. Find the mistake and correct it.
My brother, A that B lives in Izmir, called me. C

Correction: ______________________________

3. He passed the exam, __________ surprised everyone.
a) who b) that c) what d) which

PART B · PRACTICE

4. Find the mistake and correct it.
My car, A I bought B last year, broke down. C

Correction: ______________________________

5. Mr Adams, __________ lectures are very popular, teaches history.
a) which b) whose c) that d) who

6. Istanbul, __________ I was born, is a huge city. (where / which)

7. Find the mistake and correct it.
He forgot my birthday, A that B made me upset. C

Correction: ______________________________

8. You tell a friend about your sister; you have only one sister.
Which sentence is correct?
a) My sister, that lives in London, is a lawyer.
b) My sister, lives in London, is a lawyer.
c) My sister who lives in London is a lawyer, (one of many).
d) My sister, who lives in London, is a lawyer.

9. "The students, who had studied, passed." What does it mean?
a) Nobody studied.
b) Only some students passed.
c) All the students studied and passed.
d) Only the students who studied passed; others failed.

10. The Eiffel Tower, __________ was built in 1889, is in Paris.
a) where b) which c) that d) who

11. My grandfather, __________ is 90, still drives. (who / which)
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PART C · FINAL CHECK

12. Ankara, __________ is the capital of Turkey, has many universities.
a) who b) where c) which d) that

13. Our teacher, __________ name is Mrs Kaya, is very kind.
a) whose b) who's c) who d) which

14. We stayed at the Grand Hotel, __________ was very expensive. (which / that)

15. Find the mistake and correct it.
I met Ali, A who's B sister is my classmate. C

Correction: ______________________________

16. The concert, __________ lasted three hours, was amazing.
a) that b) it c) which d) what

17. Your friend arrives late, and this annoys everyone.
Which sentence is correct?
a) She arrived late which, annoyed everyone.
b) She arrived late, that annoyed everyone.
c) She arrived late, which annoyed everyone.
d) She arrived late, what annoyed everyone.

18. In "My phone, which is new, doesn't work", can we remove the clause?
a) Yes — the sentence still makes sense.
b) No — the sentence is incomplete without it.
c) Only if we remove the commas.
d) Only if we add "that".

19. In 2019, __________ I finished school, I moved to Izmir.
a) when b) that c) which d) where

20. Which sentence is correct?
a) Emma, who's husband is a pilot, travels a lot.
b) Emma whose husband is a pilot, travels a lot.
c) Emma, whose husband is a pilot, travels a lot.
d) Emma, that husband is a pilot, travels a lot.

21. Join with "which": "The museum is free. It opened last year."
The museum, _____________________________ , is free.
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Answer Key
Kısa açıklamalar, her cevabın hangi kurala dayandığını gösterir.
PART A · QUICK CHECK

1. B — who is a doctor → , who is a doctor, — Ek bilgi → virgüller arasında.

2. B — that → who — Non-defining'de that kullanılmaz.

3. d) which — Cümlenin tamamına işaret → which.

PART B · PRACTICE

4. B — I bought → which I bought — İlgi zamiri atılmaz.

5. b) whose — Sahiplik → whose.

6. where — Yer + cümle → where.

7. B — that → which — Cümleye işaret → which.

8. d) My sister, who lives in London, is a lawyer. — Tek kişi hakkında ek bilgi → virgül + who.

9. c) All the students studied and passed. — Virgüller → non-defining: tüm öğrenciler.

10. b) which — Nesne/yer için ek bilgi → which.

11. who — Kişi → who.

PART C · FINAL CHECK

12. c) which — Şehir (nesne gibi) + is → which.

13. a) whose — Sahiplik → whose.

14. which — Non-defining → which.

15. B — who's → whose — Sahiplik → whose.

16. c) which — Non-defining → which.

17. c) She arrived late, which annoyed everyone. — Cümleye işaret eden which.

18. a) Yes — the sentence still makes sense. — Non-defining cümlecik ek bilgidir.

19. a) when — Zaman → when.

20. c) Emma, whose husband is a pilot, travels a lot. — whose + virgüller.

21. The museum, which opened last year , is free. — Non-defining: virgül + which.

Bu dersin interaktif versiyonu (anında geri bildirimli alıştırmalar):
https://abonlinenglish.school/grammar/b2/non-defining-relative-clauses


