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B2 GRAMMAR LESSON · PAST MODALS

Past Deduction: Must have / Can't have
must have done, can't have done — being sure about the past.
Geçmişe Yönelik Çıkarım

QUICK UNDERSTANDING

Geçmişte olmuş bir şey hakkında elimizdeki kanıtlara bakarak çıkarım/tahmin yaparken must have,
can't have ve couldn't have + V3 (past participle) yapılarını kullanırız. Bunlar geçmiş zamanı değil, o
geçmiş olay hakkındaki şu anki kesinlik derecemizi anlatır — "...mış olmalı", "...mış olamaz" gibi.

The Structure
Formula

KESİN OLUMLU ÇIKARIM: Subject + MUST + HAVE + V3
İMKÂNSIZ / KESİN OLUMSUZ ÇIKARIM: Subject + CAN'T/COULDN'T + HAVE + V3
Örnek: The lights are off — they must have gone out.
Örnek: She can't have finished already — she only started an hour ago.
Not: Olumsuz kesin çıkarım için "mustn't have" DEĞİL, "can't have / couldn't have" kullanılır — bu, İngilizcenin kendi içindeki
bir boşluktur (mustn't have gramer olarak var değildir bu anlamda).

Affirmative / Negative / Question

KESIN OLUMLU

Subject + must + have + V3
He must have lost his keys.

KESIN OLUMSUZ / İMKÂNSIZ

Subject + can't/couldn't + have +
V3
They can't have left yet.

BELIRSIZ SORU (RETORIK)

How could he have known?
Where can she have gone?

Word Order
Özne — must/can't/couldn't — have — V3 (past participle). "have" hiçbir zaman düşmez, modal ile V3
arasında sabit kalır.

• They must have taken a taxi. — Muhtemelen taksiye binmişlerdir.

• She can't have seen us; she didn't wave. — Bizi görmüş olamaz; el sallamadı.
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How It Works
When do we use it?

• must have + V3: geçmişte olduğuna neredeyse kesin şekilde eminsen — She must have left already; her
coat is gone.

• can't have / couldn't have + V3: geçmişte olmasının imkânsız/mantıksız olduğunu düşünüyorsan — He
can't have forgotten; I reminded him twice.

• might/may/could have + V3: geçmişte olmuş olabileceğini ama emin olmadığını belirtmek için (bu konu
genelde ayrı bir başlıkta işlenir, ama karşılaştırma için önemlidir) — She might have missed the bus.

• Kanıta dayalı, mantık yürüterek yapılan çıkarımlarda kullanılır — gerçek bir olayı bildirmek için değil, o
olay hakkındaki tahminini/emin oluş derecenizi anlatmak için.

When DON'T we use it?

mustn't have şeklinde bir yapı KULLANMA — geçmişe yönelik olumsuz kesin çıkarım için mustn't have
değil, can't have/couldn't have kullanılır.
✗ He mustn't have known about it. → ✓ He can't have known about it.
must have + V3'ü zorunluluk ("yapmak zorundaydı") anlamıyla KARIŞTIRMA — bu yapı zorunluluk değil,
çıkarım/tahmin anlatır: "He must have left" = "gitmiş olmalı" (tahmin), "He had to leave" = "gitmek
zorundaydı" (zorunluluk).

Short Answers

Hızlı kural: must have + V3 → "...mış olmalı" (yüksek ihtimal). can't have / couldn't have + V3 → "...mış
olamaz" (imkânsız). mustn't have DİYE bir çıkarım yapısı YOKTUR — olumsuzda her zaman can't/couldn't
kullanılır.

Türkçe Mantığı

Zihninde şu sırayla ilerle:
TÜRKÇEDE NE DEMEK İSTİYORUM? → "Işıklar açık, evde olmalı." → BU GEÇMİŞTE OLAN BİR ŞEY HAKKINDA
MI ÇIKARIM YAPIYORUM? → Evet, ışıkları o yaktı (geçmişte oldu), şimdi sonucundan çıkarım yapıyorum → NE
KADAR EMİNİM? → Neredeyse kesin eminim → must → HANGİ YAPI? → must + have + V3 → CÜMLE → "He must
have come home."

Şimdi imkânsız bir ihtimal için:
TÜRKÇEDE NE DEMEK İSTİYORUM? → "O sınavı geçmiş olamaz, hiç çalışmadı." → BU İMKÂNSIZ MI? → Evet,
elimdeki kanıtlara göre imkânsız → HANGİ YAPI? → can't have / couldn't have + V3 → CÜMLE → "He can't have
passed the exam."
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Examples
MUST HAVE — KESIN OLUMLU ÇIKARIM

• The ground is wet; it must have rained last night. — Zemin ıslak; dün gece yağmur yağmış olmalı.

• She isn't answering her phone; she must have gone to bed early. — Telefonuna bakmıyor; muhtemelen erken yatmıştır.

• Someone must have taken my umbrella by mistake. — Birisi yanlışlıkla şemsiyemi almış olmalı.

• You must have worked really hard to get that score. — O puanı almak için gerçekten çok çalışmış olmalısın.
CAN'T HAVE / COULDN'T HAVE — İMKÂNSIZ ÇIKARIM

• He can't have finished the whole book in one day. — Bütün kitabı bir günde bitirmiş olamaz.

• She couldn't have said that; it's not like her at all. — Bunu söylemiş olamaz; ona hiç benzemiyor.

• They can't have arrived already — the flight lands in an hour. — Çoktan varmış olamazlar — uçak bir saate iniyor.

• You couldn't have seen him yesterday; he was in another city. — Onu dün görmüş olamazsın; başka bir şehirdeydi.
KESINLIK DERECESI KARŞILAŞTIRMASI

• He must have left already. (neredeyse kesin) — Çoktan çıkmış olmalı.

• He might have left already. (belki, emin değilim) — Belki çoktan çıkmıştır.

• He can't have left already. (imkânsız, kesin değil) — Çoktan çıkmış olamaz.

• Why didn't you call me? — I must have lost your number. — Neden beni aramadın? — Numaranı kaybetmiş olmalıyım.

Compare & Notice
Compare With

must have + V3
Kanıtlara dayanarak neredeyse kesin bir sonuca
vardığını gösterir. "...mış olmalı"
The car won't start — the battery must have died.

might/may have + V3
Aynı olay hakkında emin olmadığını, sadece bir
ihtimal olduğunu gösterir. "...mış olabilir"
The car won't start — the battery might have died.

Karar Şeması (Decision Guide)
İmkânsız ←→ Kesin

can't/couldn't have + V3 ←— might/may/could have + V3 —→ must have + V3
Üçü de GEÇMİŞ bir olay hakkında ŞİMDİKİ kesinlik derecesini anlatır: soldan sağa "kesinlikle olmadı"dan "kesinlikle oldu"ya
doğru bir yelpaze oluşturur.

Common Mistakes
✗ He mustn't have known about the meeting. ✓ He can't have known about the meeting.

WHY? Geçmişe yönelik kesin olumsuz çıkarım için "mustn't have" değil, "can't have / couldn't have" kullanılır — mustn't have
bu anlamda İngilizcede kullanılmaz.

✗ She must has forgotten her umbrella. ✓ She must have forgotten her umbrella.

WHY? Modalden sonra gelen "have" hiçbir zaman özneye göre çekimlenmez (has/had olmaz); her zaman yalın "have" kalır.

✗ They must have go home early. ✓ They must have gone home early.

WHY? have'den sonra fiilin yalın hâli değil, V3 (past participle) formu gelmelidir: have GONE, have go değil.
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✗ "He must have left" cümlesi "gitmek zorundaydı"
anlamına gelir.

✓ "He must have left" = "gitmiş olmalı" (bir
çıkarım/tahmin); zorunluluk anlatmak için "He had
to leave" kullanılır.

WHY? must have + V3 hiçbir zaman geçmişteki bir zorunluluğu anlatmaz — sadece şimdiki bir çıkarımı/tahmini anlatır;
geçmiş zorunluluk için had to kullanılır.

✗ He can't left the office before 6. ✓ He can't have left the office before 6.

WHY? "have" atlanmış — can't have + V3 kalıbında "have" mutlaka bulunmalıdır, yoksa geçmişe yönelik çıkarım anlamı
kaybolur.
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Practice
Name: ________________________________ Date: ______________ Score: ______ / 21

PART A · QUICK CHECK

1. Find the mistake and correct it.
He A mustn't have known B about the meeting. C

Correction: ______________________________

2. She __________ left already; her coat is gone.
a) must have b) must c) should have d) can't have

3. Find the mistake and correct it.
They must have A go B home early. C

Correction: ______________________________

PART B · PRACTICE

4. He __________ forgotten; I reminded him twice.
a) should have b) mustn't have c) can't have d) must have

5. She must __________ (forget) her umbrella. It's still here.

6. The streets are wet. It __________ rained last night.
a) can't have b) must have c) mustn't have d) should have

7. Find the mistake and correct it.
She must A has forgotten B her umbrella. C

Correction: ______________________________

8. Your friend says she saw Tom in London yesterday, but you had lunch with Tom in Ankara yesterday.
What do you say?
a) You can't have see him in London.
b) You mustn't have seen him in London.
c) You can't have seen him in London.
d) You must have seen him in London.

9. "He must have left." What does it mean?
a) He shouldn't leave.
b) I'm almost sure he left.
c) He had to leave.
d) He will leave.

10. You __________ been very tired after such a long journey.
a) can't have b) mustn't c) should d) must have

11. She __________ (couldn't / hear) you — she was wearing headphones.
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PART C · FINAL CHECK

12. The window is broken. Someone __________ thrown a ball.
a) must have b) should have c) can't have d) mustn't have

13. He __________ stolen the money. He was with me all evening.
a) can't have b) must have c) should have d) mustn't have

14. They __________ (must / be) delighted with the result.

15. Find the mistake and correct it.
She A must has passed B the exam — she's smiling. C

Correction: ______________________________

16. That __________ been easy for you. I'm impressed.
a) couldn't b) mustn't have c) can't have d) must

17. You find the fridge empty, and your brother was home alone all day.
What do you say?
a) You must have eaten everything!
b) You must eaten everything!
c) You can't have eaten everything!
d) You mustn't have eaten everything!

18. "She can't have finished already." What does the speaker think?
a) She is not allowed to finish.
b) It's impossible that she has finished.
c) She will finish soon.
d) She has definitely finished.

19. I __________ left my wallet at the café. I had it there.
a) can't have b) must have c) mustn't have d) must

20. Which sentence is correct?
a) He mustn't have driven — he doesn't have a car.
b) He couldn't have driven — he doesn't have a car.
c) He can't driven — he doesn't have a car.
d) He couldn't have drove — he doesn't have a car.

21. Rewrite: "I'm sure she forgot our meeting."
She _____________________________ our meeting.
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Answer Key
Kısa açıklamalar, her cevabın hangi kurala dayandığını gösterir.
PART A · QUICK CHECK

1. B — mustn't have known → can't have known — Olumsuz çıkarım → can't have + V3.

2. a) must have — Kesin olumlu çıkarım → must have + V3.

3. B — go → gone — must have + V3.

PART B · PRACTICE

4. c) can't have — İmkânsız → can't have.

5. have forgotten — must have + V3.

6. b) must have — Kanıt → must have.

7. B — has forgotten → have forgotten — must + have (has değil).

8. c) You can't have seen him in London. — İmkânsız → can't have + V3.

9. b) I'm almost sure he left. — must have + V3 → çıkarım.

10. d) must have — Mantıksal çıkarım → must have been.

11. couldn't have heard / could not have heard — couldn't have + V3.

PART C · FINAL CHECK

12. a) must have — Kanıt → must have.

13. a) can't have — İmkânsız → can't have.

14. must have been — must have + V3.

15. B — must has passed → must have passed — must have + V3.

16. c) can't have — İmkânsız (zor olmalı) → can't have been easy.

17. a) You must have eaten everything! — Kanıt → must have + V3.

18. b) It's impossible that she has finished. — can't have → imkânsız.

19. b) must have — Güçlü çıkarım → must have.

20. b) He couldn't have driven — he doesn't have a car. — couldn't have + V3.

21. She must have forgotten our meeting. — Kesin çıkarım → must have + V3.

Bu dersin interaktif versiyonu (anında geri bildirimli alıştırmalar):
https://abonlinenglish.school/grammar/b2/past-deduction


