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C1 GRAMMAR LESSON · EMPHASIS

Emphatic Structures & Cleft Sentences
I did call you. It was Ali who… What I need is… — adding emphasis.
Vurgu Yapıları ve Cleft Cümleler

QUICK UNDERSTANDING

İngilizcede bir cümlenin belirli bir kısmını — fiili, özneyi, nesneyi ya da bir koşulu — özellikle vurgulamak
istediğimizde, kelimeleri sadece daha yüksek sesle söylemek yetmez; cümlenin yapısını değiştiririz.
Bunun dört yolu vardır: fiili vurgulamak için emphatic do/does/did (I did call you), belirli bir öğeyi öne
çıkarmak için it-cleft (It was Sarah who called), bir ihtiyacı/eylemi öne çıkarmak için what-cleft (What I
need is time) ve bir sınırlama ya da şaşırtıcılık vurgusu için only / even / not until ile kurulan devrik
(inversion) yapılar.

The Structure
Formula

Emphatic do: Özne + do/does/did + fiil (base form)
It-cleft: It + is/was + [vurgulanan öğe] + that/who/which + geri kalan cümle
What-cleft: What + [özne+fiil] + is/was (+ to) + [vurgulanan öğe/eylem]
Only / Not until / Never (+ zarf öbeği) + YARDIMCI FİİL + özne + fiil
Devrik yapı (inversion) SADECE olumsuz/sınırlayıcı ifadeler (only, not until, never, no sooner...) cümle başına geldiğinde
zorunludur. "Even" cümle başına gelse bile devrik yapı GEREKTİRMEZ.

Affirmative / Negative / Question

EMPHATIC DO/DOES/DID

Subject + do/does/did + base verb
I do believe you.
She did warn us.

IT-CLEFT

It + is/was + öğe + that/who + cümle
It was the storm that delayed the
flight.

WHAT-CLEFT

What + özne + fiil + is/was + öğe
What worries me is the silence.

Word Order
Cleft cümlelerde sıra: It/What — be fiili — vurgulanan öğe — that/who/eylem. Only/not until ile başlayan
cümlelerde ise özne ve yardımcı fiil yer değiştirir (devrik yapı).

• It was the traffic that made us late, not laziness. — Bizi geciktiren trafikti, tembellik değil.

• Only when he saw the bill did he understand the cost. — Faturayı görünce ancak maliyeti anladı.
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How It Works
When do we use it?

• Bir karşı çıkışı veya şüpheyi çürütmek için (emphatic do): "You never call me." "I do call you — you just
don't answer."

• Bir kişi/nesne/zamanı diğerlerinden ayırt ederek öne çıkarmak için (it-cleft): It was the intern who
found the error, not the manager.

• Soyut bir ihtiyacı, sebebi veya eylemi cümlenin başına taşıyıp vurgulamak için (what-cleft): What
annoyed me most was his tone, not his words.

• Bir şeyin ancak belirli bir noktadan sonra gerçekleştiğini şaşırtıcı/sınırlayıcı biçimde vurgulamak için
(only / not until + inversion): Only after the crash did engineers discover the design flaw.

• Beklenmedik/aşırı bir örneği vurgulamak için (even — inversion GEREKTİRMEZ): Even native speakers
make this mistake.

When DON'T we use it?

Emphatic do'yu modal fiillerle KULLANMA — do/does/did sadece düz (base form) fiillerle vurgu yapar,
can/will/must gibi modallarla birlikte kullanılmaz.
✗ I do can swim very well. → ✓ I certainly can swim very well. / I can definitely swim well.
It-cleft'i, cümlede özellikle karşılaştırılan/ayırt edilen bir öğe yokken KULLANMA — cleft yapılar "bu,
başkası değil" anlamı taşır; her cümleyi cleft'e çevirmek doğal olmayan, gereksiz vurgulu bir metin üretir.
✗ It is I who am tired today. (gündelik konuşmada tuhaf) → ✓ I'm tired today.

Short Answers

Hızlı kural: Fiili vurgula → do/does/did + base form. Belirli bir öğeyi diğerlerinden ayır → it-cleft. Soyut bir
ihtiyaç/eylem vurgula → what-cleft. Sınırlayıcı/şaşırtıcı bir zaman noktası vurgula → only/not until +
inversion (never even ile!).

Türkçe Mantığı

Zihninde şu sırayla ilerle:
TÜRKÇEDE NE DEMEK İSTİYORUM? → "Ben gerçekten aradım." / "Toplantıyı ayarlayan Ayşe'ydi, ben değil." /
"İhtiyacım olan şey biraz zaman." / "Ancak özür diledikten sonra affettim." → HANGİ ÖĞEYİ
VURGULUYORUM? → fiilin kendisini mi (aradım), belli bir kişiyi/nesneyi mi (Ayşe), soyut bir ihtiyacı/eylemi mi
(zaman), yoksa bir sınır/koşulu mu (ancak...sonra)? → HANGİ YAPI UYGUN? → fiil → emphatic do (did call) ·
kişi/nesne → it-cleft (It was Ayşe who...) · soyut ihtiyaç/eylem → what-cleft (What I need is...) · sınır/şaşırtıcılık →
only/not until + inversion → CÜMLE → "I did call you." / "It was Ayşe who arranged the meeting." / "What I need
is a bit of time." / "Only after apologising did I forgive him."
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Examples
EMPHATIC DO/DOES/DID

• I do enjoy long train journeys, even if they're tiring. — Uzun tren yolculuklarından gerçekten hoşlanırım, yorucu olsalar bile.

• She does understand the risks; she just chooses to ignore them. — Riskleri gerçekten anlıyor; sadece görmezden gelmeyi
seçiyor.

• He did apologise, but only after his mother insisted. — Gerçekten özür diledi, ama ancak annesi ısrar edince.

• Do sit down — you look exhausted. — Otur hadi — çok yorgun görünüyorsun.
IT-CLEFT VE WHAT-CLEFT

• It was the manager who approved the budget, not the accountant. — Bütçeyi onaylayan muhasebeci değil, müdürdü.

• It wasn't until Friday that we received the results. — Sonuçları ancak Cuma günü aldık.

• It is the lack of communication that ruins most projects. — Çoğu projeyi mahveden şey iletişim eksikliğidir.

• What surprised the committee was how calmly she responded. — Komiteyi şaşırtan şey onun ne kadar sakin cevap
verdiğiydi.

• What I need right now is a few days of complete silence. — Şu anda ihtiyacım olan şey birkaç günlük tam bir sessizlik.

• What she did was rewrite the entire proposal overnight. — Yaptığı şey teklifi bir gecede baştan yazmaktı.
ONLY / EVEN / NOT UNTIL ILE VURGU

• Only after reading the contract twice did I notice the hidden clause. — Sözleşmeyi iki kez okuduktan sonra ancak gizli
maddeyi fark ettim.

• Not until the plane landed did she switch her phone back on. — Uçak inene kadar telefonunu tekrar açmadı.

• Even the most experienced pilots find that manoeuvre difficult. — En deneyimli pilotlar bile o manevrayı zor bulur.

• Only when the crowd had left did the musicians relax. — Kalabalık ayrıldıktan sonra ancak müzisyenler rahatladı.

• Even after the apology, she found it hard to trust him again. — Özürden sonra bile ona tekrar güvenmekte zorlandı.

Compare & Notice
Compare With

Vurgu için Inversion (only/not until)
Bir zaman noktasını/sınırı vurgulamak için kullanılır;
cümle başına gelen "only, not until, never" gibi
sınırlayıcı ifadeler zorunlu olarak devrik yapı ister.
Only after the storm did the town recover.

Olumsuz Zarflarla Inversion
"Never, rarely, seldom, no sooner" gibi tamamen
olumsuz anlam taşıyan zarflar cümle başına
geldiğinde de aynı devrik yapı kuralı işler — ama bu
yapılar özünde bir zaman sınırını değil, sıklık/derece
bildirir.
Never had I seen such chaos.

Karar Şeması (Decision Guide)
Soru: Cümlede neyi vurgulamak istiyorsun?

FIILIN KENDISINI

Emphatic do/does/did →
"I did warn you."

BELIRLI BIR KIŞI/NESNEYI

It-cleft → "It was Tom
who warned me."

SOYUT BIR IHTIYAÇ/EYLEMI

What-cleft → "What I
need is a warning
system."

BIR SINIR/ŞAŞIRTICI ANI

Only/Not until + inversion
→ "Only then did I
understand."
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Common Mistakes
✗ I did went to the meeting. ✓ I did go to the meeting.

WHY? Zaman zaten "did" üzerinde taşınır; fiil base form kalmalıdır. Türkçe konuşan öğrenciler geçmiş zamanı iki kez
işaretleme eğilimindedir (did + went).

✗ Only after the exam I understood the mistake. ✓ Only after the exam did I understand the mistake.

WHY? "Only" ile başlayan bir zarf öbeği cümlenin başına geldiğinde özne-yardımcı fiil devrik olmak zorundadır; bu kural
Türkçede karşılığı olmadığı için sıkça atlanır.

✗ It was my brother helped me move. ✓ It was my brother who helped me move.

WHY? It-cleft yapısında vurgulanan öğeden sonra that/who/which mutlaka gelmelidir; bu bağlayıcı asla atlanamaz.

✗ What he did was calling the manager immediately. ✓ What he did was call the manager immediately.

WHY? Fiili vurgulayan what-cleft yapısında ("What X did was...") be fiilinden sonra base form gelir, -ing veya geçmiş zaman
formu değil.

✗ Even after the meeting did she explain her decision. ✓ Even after the meeting, she explained her
decision.

WHY? "Even", "only" gibi devrik yapı gerektirmez — sadece olumsuz/sınırlayıcı zarflar (only, never, not until, no sooner)
inversion tetikler. "Even" bunlardan biri değildir.
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Practice
Name: ________________________________ Date: ______________ Score: ______ / 21

PART A · QUICK CHECK

1. Find the mistake and correct it.
I did A went B to the meeting. C

Correction: ______________________________

2. Find the mistake and correct it.
It was my brother A helped B me move. C

Correction: ______________________________

3. What annoyed me most __________ his tone.
a) did b) were c) was d) is being

PART B · PRACTICE

4. Find the mistake and correct it.
What he did was A calling B the manager immediately. C

Correction: ______________________________

5. "You never call me." — "I __________ call you — you just don't answer."
a) does b) am c) do d) did to

6. It was the intern __________ found the error, not the manager.
a) who b) what c) whom that d) which

7. What I need __________ a long holiday. (be)

8. Your colleague thinks you forgot the report. You didn't.
What do you say?
a) I did send it — check your inbox.
b) I did sent it — check your inbox.
c) I do sent it — check your inbox.
d) I sent did it — check your inbox.

9. "It was on Monday that the package arrived." What is emphasised?
a) the person b) the day c) the action d) the package

10. __________ I love about this city is the food.
a) Which b) It c) That d) What

11. She __________ look tired, doesn't she? (emphatic, present)
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PART C · FINAL CHECK

12. It __________ my mother who taught me to cook.
a) were b) did c) had d) was

13. All I want __________ some peace and quiet.
a) do b) is c) are d) be

14. What happened __________ that the car broke down. (be, past)

15. Find the mistake and correct it.
Only after the exam A I understood B the mistake. C

Correction: ______________________________

16. The reason why I called __________ to apologise.
a) for b) is c) does d) was being

17. Someone says your team didn't try. You want to strongly disagree.
What do you say?
a) We do tried — we just weren't lucky.
b) We did try — we just weren't lucky.
c) We tried did — we just weren't lucky.
d) We did tried — we just weren't lucky.

18. "What she needs is more practice." What does the structure do?
a) It describes a past event.
b) It asks a question.
c) It emphasises "more practice".
d) It shows a condition.

19. It wasn't until I got home __________ I noticed the mistake.
a) who b) which c) when d) that

20. Which sentence is correct?
a) It was in Paris where that they first met.
b) It was Paris in that they first met.
c) Was it in Paris they first met that.
d) It was in Paris that they first met.

21. Emphasise the person: "Ali broke the window."
It was Ali _____________________________ the window.
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Answer Key
Kısa açıklamalar, her cevabın hangi kurala dayandığını gösterir.
PART A · QUICK CHECK

1. B — went → go — did + V1.

2. B — helped → who helped — It-cleft: It was ... who.

3. c) was — What-cleft + was.

PART B · PRACTICE

4. B — calling → call — What ... did was + V1.

5. c) do — Emphatic do + V1.

6. a) who — It-cleft, kişi → who.

7. is — What-cleft + is.

8. a) I did send it — check your inbox. — Emphatic did + V1.

9. b) the day — It-cleft → Monday vurgulanıyor.

10. d) What — What-cleft.

11. does — Emphatic does + V1.

PART C · FINAL CHECK

12. d) was — It + was + öğe + who.

13. b) is — All + özne + fiil + is.

14. was — What-cleft + was.

15. B — I understood → did I understand — Only after + devrik.

16. b) is — The reason why ... is + to.

17. b) We did try — we just weren't lucky. — Emphatic did + V1.

18. c) It emphasises "more practice". — What-cleft → vurgu.

19. d) that — It wasn't until ... that.

20. d) It was in Paris that they first met. — It-cleft: It was + yer + that.

21. It was Ali who broke the window. — It was + öğe + who/that.

Bu dersin interaktif versiyonu (anında geri bildirimli alıştırmalar):
https://abonlinenglish.school/grammar/c1/emphatic-structures-and-clefts


