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C1 GRAMMAR LESSON · INVERSION

Inversion with Negative Adverbials
Never have I…, Not only did he…, Only then did I… — inversion for emphasis.
Olumsuz Zarflarla Devrik Yapı

QUICK UNDERSTANDING

İngilizcede bazı olumsuz veya sınırlayıcı anlam taşıyan zarflar (never, rarely, seldom, hardly, scarcely,
little, not only, only then...) vurgu yapmak için cümlenin BAŞINA taşınabilir. Bu durumda cümledeki
normal özne-fiil sırası TERSİNE döner — yani soru cümlesindeki gibi bir devrik yapı (inversion) kullanılır.
Bu, çok resmi konuşma ve yazılı İngilizcede (edebiyat, haber, akademik metin) görülen etkileyici bir vurgu
aracıdır.

The Structure
Formula

Olumsuz/Sınırlayıcı Zarf + YARDIMCI FİİL + ÖZNE + ANA FİİL (+ devamı)
Cümlede yardımcı fiil yoksa (present/past simple), do/does/did yardımcı fiili eklenir — tıpkı soru cümlesi kurar gibi.

Affirmative / Negative / Question

BE / MODAL ILE

Never + was/were/can/will... +
subject + ...
Never was he so proud of his son.

HAVE ILE (PERFECT)

Never/Rarely + have/has/had +
subject + V3
Rarely has a film moved me so
deeply.

DO/DOES/DID ILE (SIMPLE TENSE)

Not until/Only + do/does/did +
subject + V1
Not until she spoke did I recognise
her.

Word Order
Devrik yapıda kelime sırası: [Zarf] + [aux/be/modal] + [Özne] + [ana fiil]. Bu, evet/hayır sorusuyla AYNI
sıradır, ama cümle sonu soru işaretiyle bitmez.

• Rarely have I eaten such delicious food. — Bu kadar lezzetli yemeği nadiren yedim.

• Not only did she pass the exam, but she also got the highest score. — Sadece sınavı geçmekle kalmadı, en yüksek notu
da aldı.
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How It Works
When do we use it?

• never/rarely/seldom/hardly/scarcely başta ise: Never have I seen such a mess.

• little ("neredeyse hiç... değil" anlamında) başta ise: Little did she know the truth.

• not only...but also yapısında "not only" başa alınırsa: Not only did he apologise, but he also brought
flowers.

• only + zaman ifadesi (only then / only after / only when) başta ise: Only after the exam did I relax.

• not until başta ise: Not until midnight did they arrive.

When DON'T we use it?

Bu zarflar cümle İÇİNDE (başta değil) kullanıldığında devrik yapı YAPMA — inversion sadece zarf cümle
başına taşındığında zorunludur.
✗ I never have seen such a mess. (normal cümlede zarf başta değilse bu sıra zaten yanlış) → ✓ I have never
seen such a mess. (normal sıra) / Never have I seen such a mess. (devrik, vurgulu)
never'i başa alıp devrik yapmadan KULLANMA: ✗ Never I have seen such a mess. → ✓ Never have I seen
such a mess.

Short Answers

Hızlı kural: Cümle bu zarflardan biriyle BAŞLIYORSA → devrik yapı zorunludur (soru cümlesi kalıbı, ama
soru değil). Cümle içinde normal yerindeyse → devrik yapı YOK, normal SVO sırası kullanılır.

Türkçe Mantığı

Zihninde şu sırayla ilerle:
TÜRKÇEDE NE DEMEK İSTİYORUM? → "Hayatımda hiç bu kadar korkmamıştım." (çok güçlü bir vurgu) →
NORMAL CÜMLE NASIL OLURDU? → "I had never been so scared in my life." → VURGU İÇİN OLUMSUZ ZARFI
BAŞA AL → "Never..." → ÖZNE-FİİL SIRASINI TERSİNE ÇEVİR (soru gibi) → "Never had I been so scared in my
life."

Examples
NEVER / RARELY / SELDOM / HARDLY / SCARCELY

• Never have I felt so proud. — Hiç bu kadar gurur duymamıştım.

• Rarely does he complain about anything. — Nadiren bir şeyden şikayet eder.

• Seldom do we get such good news. — Nadiren bu kadar iyi haber alırız.

• Hardly had the plane landed when it started raining. — Uçak inmişti ki yağmur başladı.

• Scarcely had she opened the door when the dog ran out. — Kapıyı açar açmaz köpek dışarı fırladı.

• Little did they realise how expensive it would be. — Bunun ne kadar pahalıya mal olacağını neredeyse hiç anlamamışlardı.
NOT ONLY...BUT ALSO / NOT UNTIL

• Not only did he lose his job, but he also lost his house. — Sadece işini kaybetmedi, evini de kaybetti.

• Not only was the hotel expensive, but it was also dirty. — Otel sadece pahalı değildi, aynı zamanda pisti de.

• Not until he apologised did she forgive him. — Özür dileyene kadar onu affetmedi.

• Not until the results came out did we celebrate. — Sonuçlar açıklanana kadar kutlamadık.
ONLY THEN / ONLY AFTER / ONLY WHEN

• Only then did I understand what he meant. — Ancak o zaman ne demek istediğini anladım.
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• Only after the meeting did she explain her decision. — Ancak toplantıdan sonra kararını açıkladı.

• Only when the lights went off did the children get scared. — Işıklar sönünce çocuklar ancak o zaman korktu.

• Only by working overtime could they finish the project. — Ancak fazla mesai yaparak projeyi bitirebildiler.

Compare & Notice
Compare With

Olumsuz Zarflarla Devrik Yapı
never, rarely, hardly, not only gibi zarflar vurgu için
başa alınır; devrik yapı zorunludur.
Never have I seen such courage.

Koşul Cümlelerinde Devrik Yapı
if yerine had/were/should kullanılarak resmi koşul
cümlesi kurulur; devrik yapı if'in yerini alır.
Had I known, I would have helped.

Karar Şeması (Decision Guide)
Soru: Cümlede vurgu yapmak için never/rarely/hardly/not only gibi bir zarf başa mı alınıyor?

EVET, CÜMLE BAŞINDA

Devrik yapı ZORUNLU: zarf + aux/do + özne + fiil
HAYIR, CÜMLE IÇINDE NORMAL YERINDE

Normal SVO sırası: özne + aux + zarf + fiil

Common Mistakes
✗ Never I have seen such a beautiful sunset. ✓ Never have I seen such a beautiful sunset.

WHY? never/rarely/seldom/hardly/scarcely/little başa geldiğinde özne-fiil sırası mutlaka devrilir; öğrenciler bunu unutup
zarfı sadece cümle başına taşıyıp normal sırayı korur.

✗ Not only he apologised but also brought flowers. ✓ Not only did he apologise, but he also brought
flowers.

WHY? not only ile devrik yapı kurulurken, cümlede yardımcı fiil (did/does/do) zaten yoksa mutlaka eklenmelidir — tıpkı soru
cümlesi kurar gibi.

✗ Only after he called I felt relieved. ✓ Only after he called did I feel relieved.

WHY? "only after/only when/only then" başa geldiğinde ANA cümlenin özne-fiil sırası devrilmelidir, yan cümlenin değil.

✗ I never have seen a ghost. ✓ I have never seen a ghost. / Never have I seen a
ghost.

WHY? never cümle içinde (özneden sonra) kullanılıyorsa normal sıra (have + never + V3) geçerlidir; devrik yapı sadece never
cümle BAŞINDAYKEN kullanılır.

✗ Hardly the train had left when I arrived. ✓ Hardly had the train left when I arrived.

WHY? hardly/scarcely...when yapısında yardımcı fiil (had) özne train'den ÖNCE gelmelidir; öğrenciler genelde normal
cümle sırasını korumaya çalışır.



ABONLINENGLISH DİL EĞİTİMİ
GRAMMAR

Inversion with Negative Adverbials  ·  C1

AbOnlinEnglish Dil Eğitimi  ·  https://abonlinenglish.school/ Sayfa 4

Practice
Name: ________________________________ Date: ______________ Score: ______ / 21

PART A · QUICK CHECK

1. Find the mistake and correct it.
Never A I have seen B such a beautiful sunset. C

Correction: ______________________________

2. Find the mistake and correct it.
Not only A he apologised B , but he also brought flowers. C

Correction: ______________________________

3. Only after he called __________ relieved.
a) felt I b) I felt c) did I feel d) I did feel

PART B · PRACTICE

4. Rarely __________ such a talented student.
a) I have met b) met I c) have I met d) I met

5. Little __________ she know the truth.
a) she did b) did c) does she d) had

6. Hardly __________ I arrived when the phone rang. (had / did)

7. Find the mistake and correct it.
I A never have seen B a ghost. C

Correction: ______________________________

8. You give a formal speech about a record year.
Which sentence is correct?
a) Never has before our company achieved such results.
b) Never before our company has achieved such results.
c) Never before has our company achieve such results.
d) Never before has our company achieved such results.

9. "Not until midnight did they arrive." When did they arrive?
a) at midnight (not earlier)
b) after they left
c) they didn't arrive
d) before midnight

10. Seldom __________ he leave the house these days.
a) does b) is c) has d) did he

11. Only then __________ I understand the problem. (did / was)
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PART C · FINAL CHECK

12. Under no circumstances __________ open this door.
a) should not you b) you shouldn't c) you should d) should you

13. No sooner __________ we left than it started to rain.
a) were b) had c) have d) did

14. Not only __________ she sing, but she also dances. (does / is)

15. Find the mistake and correct it.
Only after the exam A I understood B the mistake. C

Correction: ______________________________

16. At no time __________ the passengers in danger.
a) were b) was c) did d) are

17. You write a dramatic story. The character discovers the truth too late.
Which sentence fits?
a) Little he knew that the money had been stolen did.
b) Little knew he that the money had been stolen.
c) Little did he knew that the money had been stolen.
d) Little did he know that the money had been stolen.

18. Which sentence uses inversion correctly?
a) Scarcely I had sat down when the alarm went off.
b) Scarcely had I sat down when the alarm went off.
c) Scarcely had I sit down when the alarm went off.
d) Scarcely did I had sat down.

19. Not until I got home __________ that I had lost my keys.
a) realised I b) did I realise c) I did realise d) I realised

20. Which sentence is correct?
a) Never again will I trust him.
b) Never again I will trust him.
c) Never again will trust I him.
d) Never will again I trust him.

21. Rewrite with inversion: "I have rarely eaten such good food."
Rarely _____________________________ such good food.
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Answer Key
Kısa açıklamalar, her cevabın hangi kurala dayandığını gösterir.
PART A · QUICK CHECK

1. B — I have seen → have I seen — Never + yardımcı fiil + özne.

2. B — he apologised → did he apologise — Not only + did + özne + V1.

3. c) did I feel — Only after ... + did + özne + V1.

PART B · PRACTICE

4. c) have I met — Rarely + have + I + V3.

5. b) did — Little + did + özne + V1.

6. had — Hardly had + özne + V3 ... when.

7. B — never have seen → have never seen — Normal sırada never yardımcı fiilden sonra.

8. d) Never before has our company achieved such results. — Never before + has + özne + V3.

9. a) at midnight (not earlier) — Not until → ancak o zaman.

10. a) does — Present simple → does.

11. did — Only then + did + özne + V1.

PART C · FINAL CHECK

12. d) should you — Under no circumstances + should + özne.

13. b) had — No sooner had ... than.

14. does — Present → does.

15. B — I understood → did I understand — Only after + did + özne + V1.

16. a) were — At no time + were + özne.

17. d) Little did he know that the money had been stolen. — Little + did + özne + V1.

18. b) Scarcely had I sat down when the alarm went off. — Scarcely had + özne + V3 ... when.

19. b) did I realise — Not until ... + did + özne + V1.

20. a) Never again will I trust him. — Never again + will + özne + V1.

21. Rarely have I eaten such good food. — Rarely + have + I + V3.

Bu dersin interaktif versiyonu (anında geri bildirimli alıştırmalar):
https://abonlinenglish.school/grammar/c1/inversion-with-negative-adverbials


