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Aim Understand the main idea and details, make inferences and connect the text to your own life.

1 Before you read

Make predictions before you read.

1. Look at the title. What different types of homes do you expect to read about?

2. What kind of home do you live in? How is it similar to or different from your neighbours' homes?

Homes Around the World
1 Step outside your own front door and you will find a huge variety of homes across the globe, each

shaped by climate, geography and culture. In Mongolia, many nomadic families still live in a ger, a

round, portable tent made of felt and wood that can be packed up and moved within a few hours

when herders travel to new grazing land. In Hong Kong, by contrast, more than seven million people

live in one of the most densely populated cities on Earth, and most families share small, efficient

apartments stacked dozens of storeys high above narrow streets.

2 In parts of Southeast Asia and West Africa, stilt houses raise the living space above rivers,

floodwater or simply the damp ground, keeping homes cooler and safer from pests. In the

Netherlands, some families have chosen to live on the water itself, in houseboats moored along the

canals — a practical answer to a small, flat country with limited land. Meanwhile, in the suburbs of

many Western cities, detached houses with private gardens remain the dream for families who value

space and privacy above all else.

3 These differences are rarely accidental. A home's shape, size and materials usually reflect what is

available locally, how extended a family typically is, and how much space a culture expects each

generation to share. Understanding housing diversity, then, is really a way of understanding how

people everywhere adapt to their environment — and to each other.
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2 While you read 5 × 2 pts

Circle the correct option.

1. What is the main idea of the text?

a One type of housing is better than all the others.

b Housing around the world varies widely because of climate, geography and culture.

c All families around the world live in the same type of home.

2. In Mongolia, many nomadic families live in a portable tent called a .

3. Why do people build stilt houses, according to the text?

a To make homes look more traditional

b To keep homes cooler and safer from floodwater or pests c To save money on furniture

4. Houseboats in the Netherlands are mentioned as a practical solution to limited land.

Correct Incorrect

5. According to the text, a home's shape and materials usually reflect what is  locally, family

size, and cultural expectations about sharing space.

3 After you read

Write short answers. Then compare with a partner.

1. Which of the homes described in the text would you most like to live in, and why?

2. Write one sentence comparing your own home to one described in the text.

1 Before you read

Make predictions before you read.

1. What do you think are the biggest challenges of living with grandparents or other relatives in the same

house?

2. Predict: what solutions might a family find for daily conflicts like these?

Three Generations, One Roof
1 When Zeynep's grandparents moved in with her family two years ago, the house suddenly felt

smaller — and louder. Zeynep, her parents, her younger brother, and now her grandparents all share
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one kitchen, one living room, and, most of the time, one opinion about how loudly the television

should be played. 'At first, it was strange,' Zeynep admits. 'My grandmother wanted dinner at six, my

parents preferred eight, and nobody could agree on the thermostat.'

2 Daily conflicts like these are common in multi-generational households, where different generations

often have different habits, schedules and expectations about privacy. Zeynep's family found that

the biggest arguments weren't really about dinner times or the television — they were about respect

and personal space. Her parents felt that they had lost some control over their own home; her

grandparents felt that their advice, built on decades of experience, was not always welcome.

3 Slowly, the family developed a few simple house rules: everyone gets one hour of quiet time in the

evening, chores are divided fairly between the generations, and big decisions — from meals to

holidays — are discussed together at a short Sunday meeting. 'It's not perfect,' says Zeynep, 'but

we've learned to compromise, and honestly, having my grandparents here has been the best thing

that's happened to our family. My brother and I have learned so much from them, and they don't

feel lonely anymore.'
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2 While you read 5 × 2 pts

Circle the correct option.

1. What is the main challenge described in the first paragraph?

a The family cannot afford a bigger house.

b Different generations sharing one home have different daily habits.

c Zeynep's grandparents refuse to help with chores.

2. According to the text, the biggest arguments in Zeynep's family were really about respect and

.

3. Zeynep's family solved every conflict immediately and perfectly. Correct Incorrect

4. What rule did the family create for evenings?

a No television after dinner b One hour of quiet time c A strict bedtime for everyone

5. The family discusses big decisions together at a short  meeting.
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3 After you read

Write short answers. Then compare with a partner.

1. Do you think living with extended family has more advantages or disadvantages? Why?

2. Write one sentence giving your own opinion about multi-generational households.
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