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Grammar

Simple Past (was/were, there was/were)

We use was/were as the past form of the verb 'be’ to describe states, people or things in the past. There
was/there were describes something that existed in the past.

‘Be' fiilinin ge¢mis hali olan was/were, gegcmisteki durumlari, kisileri veya nesneleri anlatmak icin kullanilir.
There was/there were ise gecmiste var olan bir seyi anlatmak icin kullanilir.

When? Use was with I/he/she/it and were with you/we/they. Use there was/were to say something existed or
happened.

I/he/shelit ile was, you/we/they ile were kullanilir. There was/were bir seyin var oldugunu veya gerceklestigini
séylemek icin kullanilir.

Positive Negative
» |/He/She/lt was ... o |/He/She/lt wasn't ...
» You/We/They were ... » You/We/They weren't ...
o There was/were ... » There wasn't/weren't ...
Question Short answers
e Was I/he/shelit ...? e Yes, | was./ No, | wasn't.
« Were you/wel/they ...? e Yes, they were. / No, they weren't.

o Was/Were there ...?

Common mistakes
» There-was-three-bedroomsin-the-oldhouse: — There were three bedrooms in the old house.
o Myparents-was-yourg-whenthey-gotmarree: —» My parents were young when they got married.

1. There a small farm behind our old house.

2. My grandparents born in a small village.

3. Choose the correct sentence.
o a. There was many people at the wedding.
o b. There were many people at the wedding.
o ¢. There is many people at the wedding.

o d. There are many people at the wedding yesterday.
4. There was a lot of traditions in my grandmother's village. — True / False
5. Put the words in order: were / when / young / my / parents / children
6. Rewrite in the past: There is a big family living next door. (There ___)

7. there a television in every house fifty years ago?



8. Make this negative: There were many cars on the street in 1950.
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Question Tags

A question tag is a short question added to the end of a statement to check information or ask for agreement. A
positive statement takes a negative tag, and a negative statement takes a positive tag.

Question tag, bir bilgiyi dogrulamak veya onay istemek i¢in climle sonuna eklenen kisa bir sorudur. Olumlu bir
ctimle olumsuz bir tag alir, olumsuz bir ciimle ise olumlu bir tag alir.

When? We use question tags in spoken English to confirm information we think is true or to invite the listener
to agree.

Question tag'ler, dogru oldugunu dlsdinddgimdz bir bilgiyi teyit etmek veya karsimizdaki kisinin onayini almak
icin konusma dilinde kullanilir.

Positive Negative

e He is a teacher, isn't he? e He isn't a teacher, is he?

« They live here, don't they? e They don't live here, do they?
Question Short answers

° - * Yes, heis./ No, heisn't.

» Yes, they do. / No, they don't.

Common mistakes

o Yoturfatherworks-hare—doesntyourfather? - Your father works hard, doesn't he?
» Yot-arenttiredarentyou? — You aren't tired, are you?

1. Your cousins live abroad, ?

2. Your grandfather wasn't a teacher, ?

3. Choose the correct tag: "Your sister can't drive, ?'
o a. can she

o b. can't she
o c. does she

o d. is she
4. "Your parents are at home, are they?' is correct. — True / False
5. Put in order: doesn't / she / your mother / early / wakes up /,
6. Add a question tag: Your brother enjoys football.
7. There weren't any relatives at the party, _?

8. Add a tag: Your grandparents used to live in a village.

Could (ability)
We use could/couldn't to talk about general abilities someone had or did not have in the past.

Could/couldn't, gecmiste birinin sahip oldugu veya olmadi§i genel yetenekleri anlatmak icin kullanilir.



When? Use could for a general past ability, not for one specific successful action (for that we use managed to /
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Could, ge¢cmisteki genel bir yetenegdi anlatmak icin kullanilir; tek seferlik basarili bir eylem i¢cin managed to /
was able to kullanilir.

Positive Negative

e |/He/She/They could swim. e |/He/She/They couldn't swim.
Question Short answers

» Could you/he/she/they swim? e Yes, | could. / No, | couldn't.

Common mistakes

o My-grandmothercodlcHto-cookvery-welk —~ My grandmother could cook very well.
o She-couldrtswimming-when-she-was-young: - She couldn't swim when she was young.

1. My grandfather (can) repair old clocks when he was young.

2.1 not ride a bike until | was seven.

3. Choose the correct sentence about past ability.
o a. My mother can cook well as a child.
o b. My mother could cook well as a child.
o ¢. My mother coulds cook well as a child.

o d. My mother could cooking well as a child.
4. 'My uncle could speaks German fluently.' is correct. — True / False
5. Put in order: could / my sister / very well / dance
6. Make negative: My father could cook traditional food.
7. ______your grandmother L (can) drive a car in the 1960s?

8. Turn into a question: Your grandfather could play chess.

Used to

We use used to + base form to talk about past habits or states that are no longer true.
Used to + fiilin yalin hali, artik dogru olmayan ge¢cmis aliskanliklari veya durumlari anlatmak icin kullanilir.
When? Use used to for repeated actions or states in the past that have changed. It has no present form.

Used to, gecmiste tekrarlanan ancak artik degismis olan eylem veya durumlar icin kullanilir; simdiki zaman hali
yoktur.

Positive Negative

» |/He/She/They used to live here. » |/He/She/They didn't use to live here.
Question Short answers

« Did I/he/shelthey use to live here? * Yes, | did. / No, | didn't.

Common mistakes



My—graﬁdme%hef—uses—te—eeeleevery—day— My grandmother used to cook every day.
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. My grandfather (used to) work on a farm.
. We have a big garden, but now we live in a flat.

. Choose the correct question form.

o a. Did your family used to travel a lot?
o b. Did your family use to travel a lot?

o c¢. Does your family used to travel a lot?

o d. Was your family use to travel a lot?

. 'My parents use to live in a village when they were young.' is correct. — True / False
. Put in order: used to / my brother / a bicycle / ride / to school

. Make negative: My family used to have a big house.

your grandparents L (use to) speak another language at home?

. Turn into a question: Your family used to live near the sea.



