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A Saturday in Our Neighbourhood

Before you read

What do you usually do in your neighbourhood on a Saturday afternoon?

Look at the title. What activities do you expect to read about?

Saturday afternoons in our neighbourhood are always busy. Families walk along the main street, stopping at
the small cafe on the corner for a coffee or a hot chocolate. A little further down, the cinema shows both new
films and old favourites, and there is usually a small queue outside before the afternoon show starts. Many
teenagers prefer to meet at the gym or the sports club instead, especially since the club opened a new indoor
football pitch last spring.

Last Saturday, something a little different happened. While most people were doing their usual shopping, a
group of students was setting up a small stall outside the cafe. They were collecting old books and toys for a
charity project organised by their school. A few customers were queuing for coffee when they noticed the stall,
and many of them stopped to look at the books before continuing on their way.

By four o'clock, the stall had collected more items than the students expected. Meanwhile, at the sports club
nearby, a junior basketball match was taking place, and a small crowd was watching from outside the fence.
The cafe owner, who was watching the stall from his window, decided to give the students free drinks for their
hard work. It was a simple Saturday, but it showed how much people in the neighbourhood enjoy supporting
each other.

1. What were the students doing outside the cafe?

○ a. Selling coffee

○ b. Collecting items for charity

○ c. Watching a film

○ d. Playing basketball

2. The sports club has had an indoor football pitch since last spring. — True / False

3. Many customers were    for coffee when they noticed the stall.

4. Why did the cafe owner give the students free drinks?

○ a. They were regular customers.

○ b. It was his birthday.

○ c. He appreciated their hard work.

○ d. They paid for the drinks.

5. A basketball match was taking place at the cinema. — True / False

6. By four o'clock, the stall had collected    items than expected.

After you read



Would you stop to help at a charity stall like this one? Why or why not?

What other activities could a neighbourhood organise on a Saturday?

Getting Help in the City

Before you read

Where do you usually go first when you feel unwell?

What problems can make it difficult to reach a hospital or pharmacy?

Getting help from local services is part of everyday life in any city. When people feel unwell, the pharmacy is
often the first place they go. Pharmacists can suggest simple medicine for a cold or a headache, and they can
explain how a prescription from a doctor should be used. Most pharmacies in the city centre stay open until
late, which is convenient for people who finish work in the evening.

For more serious problems, people usually go to the hospital. On a typical afternoon, the waiting room is often
full, and patients take a number before seeing the receptionist. Emergency cases are seen first, while other
patients wait for their appointment. A nurse explained that although the waiting room was crowded yesterday,
the hospital tries to see every patient as quickly as possible.

Getting to these services is not always easy, however. Some neighbourhoods are close to a metro station, so a
hospital visit takes only a few minutes. Other areas depend more on buses, and a delay in the timetable can
make people late for an appointment. Because of this, city planners are now discussing a new bus route that
would connect more neighbourhoods directly to the main hospital, making it easier for everyone to get the help
they need.

1. What can pharmacists do, according to the text?

○ a. Perform surgery

○ b. Suggest simple medicine and explain prescriptions

○ c. Drive the ambulance

○ d. Design bus routes

2. Emergency cases wait the same amount of time as other patients. — True / False

3. A nurse explained that the waiting room was    yesterday.

4. Why are city planners discussing a new bus route?

○ a. To reduce fares

○ b. To connect more neighbourhoods to the hospital

○ c. To close the metro station

○ d. To build a new cinema

5. All neighbourhoods in the city are close to a metro station. — True / False

6. A delay in the bus    can make people late for an appointment.

After you read

Do you think your neighbourhood has good access to a hospital or pharmacy? Why?

What would you suggest to improve transportation to local services?
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