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The Passive Voice (Present Simple, Past Simple, Present/Past Continuous, Future, and
Modals)

The passive voice is formed with the correct tense of the verb 'be' + the past participle of the main verb. We
use it when the action itself, or the thing the action happens to, is more important than who performs it. The
form changes according to tense: present simple (is/are + p.p.), past simple (was/were + p.p.), present
continuous (is/are being + p.p.), past continuous (was/were being + p.p.), future simple (will be + p.p.), and with
modals (modal + be + p.p.).

Edilgen çatı (passive voice), doğru zamandaki 'be' fiili + ana fiilin geçmiş zaman ortacı (past participle) ile
oluşturulur. Eylemi kimin yaptığından çok, eylemin kendisi veya eylemin yapıldığı şey önemliyse kullanılır.
Zamana göre biçimi değişir: geniş zaman (is/are + p.p.), geçmiş zaman (was/were + p.p.), şimdiki zamanın
sürekli hali (is/are being + p.p.), geçmiş zamanın sürekli hali (was/were being + p.p.), gelecek zaman (will be +
p.p.) ve kiplerle birlikte (modal + be + p.p.).

When? We use the passive voice when describing historic facts (who built something is unknown or
unimportant), when talking about processes happening to a place now (restoration, repair), when describing
future plans for a site, and when giving rules or recommendations about protecting a place.

Edilgen çatıyı; tarihi bir gerçeği anlatırken (bir şeyi kimin yaptığı bilinmiyorsa veya önemli değilse), bir yere şu
anda uygulanan bir süreçten (restorasyon, onarım) bahsederken, bir yer için gelecek planlarından söz ederken
ve bir yeri korumaya dair kural ya da tavsiye verirken kullanırız.

Positive
The castle is built on a hill. (present simple)

The temple was built in ancient times. (past
simple)

The road is being repaired this week. (present
continuous)

The site was being excavated when the war
began. (past continuous)

A new sign will be placed at the entrance. (future
simple)

This monument must be respected by all visitors.
(modal)

Negative
The museum is not opened on Mondays.

The gate was not damaged during the storm.

The hall is not being used at the moment.

The statue will not be moved to another city.

Photographs must not be taken inside the tomb.

Question
Is the palace visited by many tourists?

Was the bridge built by local engineers?

Is the site currently being restored?

Will the exhibition be opened next month?

Short answers
Yes, it is. / No, it isn't.

Yes, it was. / No, it wasn't.

Yes, it is. / No, it isn't.

Yes, it will. / No, it won't.



Should this area be protected? Yes, it should. / No, it shouldn't.

Common mistakes

The castle built in the 14th century. → The castle was built in the 14th century.

The museum is visit by many people. → The museum is visited by many people.

The ruins were discover last year. → The ruins were discovered last year.

This area must protected. → This area must be protected.

1. The Trojan Horse story    (know) all over the world.

2. This ancient theatre    (build) more than two thousand years ago.

3. Choose the correct passive form: 'The old walls    right now.'

○ a. are repairing

○ b. are being repaired

○ c. were repaired

○ d. repair

4. 'The site was discover by a shepherd.' is correct. — True / False

5. Which sentence correctly uses a modal in the passive?

○ a. This area should protect.

○ b. This area should be protect.

○ c. This area should be protected.

○ d. This area should protected be.

6. Rewrite in the passive: 'They will open a new museum next year.' (A new museum ...)

7. Look, the entrance    (paint) at the moment, so we can't go in.

8. Put the words in order: was / famous / the / restored / mosque / last year

9. Rewrite in the passive: 'Archaeologists are excavating the ruins this summer.' (The ruins ...)

10. Choose the best passive sentence for: 'They should not remove the old inscriptions.'

○ a. The old inscriptions should not be removed.

○ b. The old inscriptions should not removed.

○ c. The old inscriptions not should be removed.

○ d. The old inscriptions should be not removed.

11. When the earthquake struck, the temple    (rebuild) by local workers.
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