
Grammar B1.1

9. Sınıf

Name – Surname Class No Date

Aim Discover the grammar from examples, explain the rule in your own words and use it correctly in context.

Past Simple: was/were & there was/there were

1  ·  NOTICE

Fifty years ago, there were thousands of tigers in this forest.

Ten years ago, this area was a safe habitat for cheetahs.

There wasn't a nature reserve here in 1990.

Was there a shelter for injured animals last year? — Yes, there was.

Which form goes with singular nouns and which with plural nouns? How do we talk about something
existing (or not existing) in the past?

2 ·  DISCOVER — A ·  COMPLETE THE RULE

Look at the Notice sentences again. Complete the rule with the words in the box.

was were there was there were

1. With I, he, she or it, we use .

2. With you, we or they, we use .

3. For one thing or animal that existed in the past, we say .

4. For more than one thing or animal that existed in the past, we say .

B Build sentences

Use the cues to write true or logical sentences about habitats in the past. Look at the example first.

e.g. Fifty years ago  thousands of tigers  in this forest

Fifty years ago, there were thousands of tigers in this forest.

1. this area  a safe habitat  for cheetahs

2. there  not / a nature reserve here  in 1990
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3. ? / there  a shelter for injured animals  last year

4. the ocean  not / polluted  fifty years ago

5. ? / there  many whales  in this ocean last century

C Your turn

Write three sentences about an animal's habitat in the past, using was/were and there was/there were.

In the past, there was/were... This habitat was... There wasn't...

RULE

'Was/were' is the past form of 'to be': use 'was' with I/he/she/it and 'were' with you/we/they. 'There

was/there were' says that something (or an animal) existed in the past: 'there was' for one, 'there were'

for more than one.

TR 'Was/were' geçmiş zamanda 'to be' fiilinin hâlidir; I/he/she/it ile 'was', you/we/they ile 'were' kullanılır. 'There

was/there were' bir şeyin ya da hayvanın geçmişte var olup olmadığını anlatır: tekil için 'there was', çoğul için

'there were'.

When?

We use this to describe what an animal or a natural place was like in the past, and to say whether

something existed in the past — for example, describing how a habitat used to be.

TR Bir hayvanın veya doğal alanın geçmişte nasıl olduğunu ve geçmişte var olup olmadığını anlatırken kullanırız;

örneğin bir habitatın eskiden nasıl olduğunu tarif ederken.

POSITIVE NEGATIVE QUESTION SHORT ANSWERS

There were many whales in

this ocean.

This forest was the tiger's

habitat.

There wasn't a nature

reserve here before.

The desert wasn't this dry

fifty years ago.

Was there a shelter for

injured animals?

Were there cheetahs in this

grassland?

Yes, there was. / No, there

wasn't.

Yes, there were. / No, there

weren't.
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✗  WRONG ✓  RIGHT WHY?

There was thousands of
tigers.

There were thousands of
tigers.

Use 'there were' with plural nouns, not 'there was'.

TR Çoğul isimle 'there were' kullanılır, 'there was'

değil.

This forest were a safe

habitat.

This forest was a safe habitat. Use 'was' with a singular subject.

TR Tekil özneyle 'was' kullanılır.

1 Choose the correct option. 4 × 1 pts

1. Fifty years ago, there  thousands of tigers in this forest.

a was b were c is

2. This area  a safe habitat for cheetahs.

a was b were c are

3. There  a nature reserve here in 1990.

a isn't b wasn't c weren't

4.  there many whales in this ocean last century?

a Did b Was c Were

2 Complete with was/were/there was/there were. 2 × 1 pts

1. The ocean  (not) polluted fifty years ago.

2.  (there) a shelter for injured animals last year?

3 Judge the sentence. 2 × 1 pts

1. There was many cheetahs in this grassland. Correct Incorrect

2. There wasn't a nature reserve here in 1990. Correct Incorrect

4 Complete with was/were. 3 × 1 pts

Challenge

1. A:  there many tigers in this forest a hundred years ago?

2. B: Yes, there . There  thousands of them.

3. grassland cheetahs a was this habitat safe for .

Should: advice, recommendation and obligation
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1  ·  NOTICE

We should protect endangered animals like tigers and whales.

Poachers shouldn't hunt endangered species illegally.

You should report illegal hunting to the local authorities.

Should we build more nature reserves? — Yes, we should.

Which sentences give advice or a recommendation? Which show that something is (or isn't) the right

thing to do? How do we make 'should' negative and a question?

2 ·  DISCOVER — A ·  COMPLETE THE RULE

Look at the Notice sentences again. Complete the rule with the words in the box.

should shouldn't Should base verb

1. ' ' gives advice, a recommendation or shows an obligation.

2. The negative is ' ', for things that are not a good idea or not allowed.

3. In a question, ' ' comes before the subject.

4. After should/shouldn't, we always use the  (no -s, no 'to').

B Build sentences

Use the cues to write sentences with should/shouldn't about protecting wildlife. Look at the example first.

e.g. we  protect  endangered animals like tigers and whales

We should protect endangered animals like tigers and whales.

1. poachers  not / hunt  endangered species illegally

2. you  report  illegal hunting to the local authorities

3. ? / we  build  more nature reserves

4. people  not / buy  products made from endangered animals

5. ? / governments  spend  more money on conservation
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C Your turn

Write three sentences with should/shouldn't giving advice about protecting an endangered animal or its habitat.

We should... People shouldn't... Governments should...

RULE

We use 'should' to give advice, make a recommendation or talk about an obligation — 'ought to'.

Negative: shouldn't. Question: Should + subject + base verb? Always use the base verb after

should/shouldn't.

TR 'Should' tavsiye, öneri veya bir yükümlülük belirtmek için kullanılır; 'gerekir/-meli/-malı' anlamı taşır. Olumsuzda

'shouldn't', soruda 'should' özneden önce gelir. Should'dan sonra fiilin yalın hâli kullanılır.

When?

We use this to give people or governments advice about protecting wildlife and habitats, and to say what

is or isn't the right thing to do.

TR İnsanlara veya hükümetlere yaban hayatını ve habitatları korumaları için tavsiye verirken, doğru ya da yanlış
davranışları belirtirken kullanırız.

POSITIVE NEGATIVE QUESTION SHORT ANSWERS

We should protect this

species.

Governments should build

more reserves.

Poachers shouldn't hunt

illegally.

You shouldn't disturb wild

animals.

Should we report illegal

hunting?

Should people buy products

from endangered animals?

Yes, we should. / No, we

shouldn't.

Yes, you should. / No, you

shouldn't.

✗  WRONG ✓  RIGHT WHY?

We should to protect endangered

animals.

We should protect endangered

animals.

Don't use 'to' after should.

TR Should'dan sonra 'to' gelmez.

He shoulds report illegal hunting. He should report illegal hunting. Should never takes -s, even with he/she/it.

TR Should, he/she/it ile de değişmez, -s

almaz.
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5 Choose the correct option. 4 × 1 pts

1. We  protect endangered animals and their habitats.

a should b was c were

2. Poachers  hunt endangered species — it's illegal.

a should b shouldn't c isn't

3.  we build more nature reserves?

a Do b Should c Were

4. People  buy products made from endangered animals.

a shoulds b shouldn't c isn't should

6 Complete with should/shouldn't. 2 × 1 pts

1. You  (report) illegal hunting to the local authorities.

2. Tourists  (not/feed) wild animals in a nature reserve.

7 Judge the sentence. 2 × 1 pts

1. Governments should to spend more money on conservation. Correct Incorrect

2. We should protect this species before it becomes extinct. Correct Incorrect

8 Complete with should/shouldn't. 3 × 1 pts

Challenge

1. A: What  we do to help endangered animals?

2. B: We  support conservation projects, and we  buy illegal animal products.

3. we build reserves nature more should ?
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