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Aim Understand the main idea and details, make inferences and connect the text to your own life.

1 Before you read

Make predictions before you read.

1. Look at the title. What do you already know about tigers and why they are endangered?

2. Guess: what two or three threats do you think tigers face today?

Saving the Bengal Tiger
1 A hundred years ago, there were more than 100,000 tigers living in the wild across Asia. Today,

there are only a few thousand left, and the Bengal tiger is one of the most endangered big cats in

the world.

2 Bengal tigers live in grasslands and forests, mostly in India, Bangladesh and Nepal. Fifty years ago,

their habitat was much bigger, and there were plenty of grasslands and forests for them to hunt in.

Today, much of that habitat has disappeared because of farming and new towns.

3 Illegal hunting is another serious threat. Poachers sometimes kill tigers illegally and sell their skin and

bones, even though this is against the law almost everywhere. Climate change is also a growing

threat, because it changes the grasslands and forests where tigers live.

4 Conservation groups are working hard to help. They protect large areas of grassland as nature

reserves, where tigers can live safely. In some reserves, there weren't many tigers ten years ago, but

numbers are slowly growing again thanks to this protection.

5 Experts say that everyone should help protect the Bengal tiger. Governments should create more

nature reserves, and people shouldn't buy products made from endangered animals. If we protect

their habitat now, future generations should still be able to see wild tigers.
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2 While you read 6 × 2 pts

Circle the correct option.

1. What is the text mainly about?

a How to visit India b Why the Bengal tiger is endangered and how it can be protected

c The history of big cats

2. How many tigers were there in the wild a hundred years ago, according to the text?

a A few thousand b More than 100,000 c About 500

3. Where do Bengal tigers mostly live?

a Oceans and deserts b Grasslands and forests in India, Bangladesh and Nepal

c Rainforests in South America

4. According to the text, what do poachers sometimes do?

a Build nature reserves b Illegally kill tigers and sell their skin and bones c Study tiger habitats

5. Tiger numbers in some reserves are falling every year. Correct Incorrect

6. What does the text suggest people should do?

a Buy more animal products b Not buy products made from endangered animals

c Stop visiting nature reserves

3 After you read

Write short answers. Then compare with a partner.

1. Why do you think it is important to protect tigers, not just for tigers but for the whole habitat?

2. Write two sentences about what you think governments should do to protect endangered animals.

1 Before you read

Make predictions before you read.

1. What do you think students can see and learn on a school trip to a nature reserve?

2. Guess two rules that visitors probably should follow in a nature reserve.

A Diary from Green Valley Nature Reserve
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1 Monday, 14 September — Today our class visited Green Valley Nature Reserve, and it was an

unforgettable day! Our guide, Ms Aylin, told us that fifty years ago, this whole area was open

grassland, and there were cheetahs and other wild animals living here freely.

2 We started with a short talk about the reserve's history. Ms Aylin explained that there wasn't a

proper shelter for injured animals here until 2015, when the reserve built a new animal hospital. Now

the shelter helps hundreds of animals every year.

3 Next, we walked along a nature trail and saw the reserve's small lake, where migrating birds stop to

rest. Ms Aylin said that this species of bird was almost extinct thirty years ago, but thanks to

conservation work, there are now hundreds of them again.

4 In the afternoon, a ranger explained why illegal hunting is such a big problem for wildlife, and why

poachers are a serious threat to endangered species. She said that visitors should always stay on the

paths and shouldn't feed the wild animals, because it can be dangerous for both people and animals.

5 By the end of the day, I understood something important: we should all do our part to protect

wildlife, whether that means supporting a nature reserve, reporting illegal hunting, or simply

learning more about the animals that share our planet.

224 words

2 While you read 6 × 2 pts

Circle the correct option.

1. What is this diary entry mainly about?

a A football match b A school trip to a nature reserve c A family holiday

2. What was Green Valley Nature Reserve like fifty years ago, according to the guide?

a A busy city b Open grassland with cheetahs and other wild animals c A desert

3. When did the reserve build its animal shelter?

a 1990 b 2015 c There isn't one

4. What does the ranger say visitors shouldn't do?

a Take photos b Feed the wild animals c Walk on the paths

5. The bird species at the lake is still almost extinct today. Correct Incorrect

6. What does the writer's final comment suggest?

a Only rangers can help protect wildlife b Everyone has a role to play in protecting wildlife

c Nature reserves are not useful
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3 After you read

Write short answers. Then compare with a partner.

1. If you visited a nature reserve, which animal or habitat would you most want to see? Why?

2. Write two sentences about what visitors should and shouldn't do in a nature reserve.
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